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‘Moving on’ is the theme of 
a special One World Week 
from 19 - 26 October 



Christopher Hall 
looks back over 
OWW’s first 25 years 
and Maranda St 
John Nicholl tells 
some moving stories 
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Stop for prayer! 



It is fundamental to everything we do, says the Bishop of Oxford, as the Diocesan 
plans for the yourkingdomcome prayer mission on 1 November get underway 



TOWERING WELCOME On 7 September more than 50 pilgrims walked the nine miles from 
the St Birinus Shrine in Dorchester Abbey to the newly restored St Frideswide Shrine in Christ 
Church Cathedral. They are pictured here passing through Blackbird Leys, on the outskirts of 
Oxford, where they were given generous hospitality by the Church of the Holy Family before 
walking behind the St Birinus Banner and crosses from the Cathedral and Holy Family into the 
City centre. Arriving at Christ Church all were welcomed, even two pilgrim dogs! 

More pictures and story on page 4 



THOUSANDS of people are 
expected to pause for prayer 
at the launch of a new mis- 
sion started by the Bishop 
of Oxford. 

The yourkingdomcome 
prayer mission will kick off 
on All Saints Day, 1 
November, and will run 
until Advent with a whole 
series of events around the 
Oxford Diocese. 

The aim of the mission is 
to stimulate churches and 
individuals to look again 
at their prayer life. Due to the 
stresses of everyday life, 
many find it difficult to set 
aside time for private prayer, 
but with divisions both 
abroad and at home, prayer 
is now more important than 
evei; said Bishop Richard. 

‘It is absolutely fundamen- 
tal to everything we do, both 
as individuals and 

a Church’ he said. 
‘Everything we do that is 
not rooted and grounded 
in prayer is useless. We have 
to revivify our prayer life - 
like everything else, it can get 
stale. This is a chance to 
give it renewed impetus.’ 

The power of prayer has 
made headline news 

recently, as scientists hailed a 
new study which proved its 
healing powers. Independent 
research found that heart dis- 
ease patients were ‘signifi- 
cantly helped’ when prayers 
were said on their behalf. 

The Lord’s Prayer 

The theme for the Diocesan 
Prayer Mission - yourking- 
domcome - is based on the 
Lord’s Prayer. It also ties in 



The prayer mission hopes to 
encourage people that listen- 
ing is as important in praying 
as speaking. 

Worship and workshops 

Events will be held in the 
three Archdeaconries to 
mark the start of the mission. 
In Berkshire, a day of semi- 
nars and services will run 
from 9.30am to 4pm at St 
George’s Church, Wash 
Common. There will also be 
a series of seminars and 
Bishop Richard will preside 
and preach at the Eucharist. 
No booking is necessary. 

In the Buckingham 
Archdeaconry, Bishop 
Alan will be in the 
Wendover and Newport 
deaneries and there will 
be a host of local events. 
For more information, 
email Andrew Gear at 
pdabucks@oxford.anglican.org 
In Oxfordshire, a day of 
events will start at 9.30am at 
the Marlborough School in 
Woodstock. There will be 
workshops, a creche and 
lively worship. 

Religious communities will 
also be involved with your 
kingdomcome. Most offer 
hospitality for retreat and 
help with prayer. Movements 
like the Quiet Garden 
Movement combine hospital- 
ity in the quiet space of a gar- 
den with help and teaching 
on prayer. 

Report by Rebecca Paveley 

For more information about yourking- 
domcome contact Diocesan Church 
House on 01865 208200. 

Rebecca Paveley is due to take over as 
Editor of The DOOR on 26 September. 



with the fact the period from 
All Saints Day until Advent is 
known as the Kingdom sea- 
son, when we are encouraged 
to think about God’s 
Kingdom. 

Bishop Richard said nothing 
surpassed the Lord’s Prayer. 
‘It is absolutely extraordinary 
how the Lord’s Prayer contin- 
ues to be so sustaining and 
fresh day by day. Often other 
prayers seem exciting at first 
but nothing keeps sustaining 
us like the Lord’s Prayer. 



When you consider the sort 
of world we are in at the 
moment, the problems in 
Iraq, the awful cycle of vio- 
lence in Palestine and Israel, 
we need prayer more than 
ever before. The Church also 
needs prayer, to help it 
through current divisions.’ 
Though the event has been 
planned for months its timing 
is particularly relevant fol- 
lowing the furore in the 
Diocese over the proposed 
appointment of Canon 
Jeffrey John as Bishop 
of Reading. The Archbishop 
of Canterbury called for a 
period of reflection following 
the controversy this summer. 
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News 



in brief 



Poorer countries stand up to 
rich and refuse Cancun deal 




Calling for justice: Campaigners lobby David Cameron MP in 
Witney prior to the WTO summit. Photo by Christian Aid 



THE World Trade 
Organisation’s 
recent meeting in 
Cancun, Mexico 
ended without 
agreement after 
developing countries refused 
to accept a ministerial text 
which they said did not 
reflect their views and would 
not have brought any 
improvement of their posi- 
tion. 

‘Better no deal than a bad 
deal’, said Brazil’s minister of 
agrarian development Miguel 
Rosseto. This was echoed by 
Christian Aid and the World 
Development Movement. 

‘The developing countries 
have drawn a line in the 
sand’, said Claire Melamed 
of Christian Aid; ‘while no 
deal is better than a bad deal, 
a good deal could have been 
possible had rich countries 
been more flexible.’ 

The talks floundered largely 
because developing countries 
did not want to extend the 
the remit of the WTO - which 
lays down then rules of inter- 
national trade - to include 
additional issues, such as an 
investment treaty. This could 
allow western companies 
unfettered and unregulated 



access to invest in 
poor countries. 

Developing coun- 
tries were put under 
considerable pres- 
sure by the 
European Union to accept 
talks on new issues. But on 
Sunday afternoon one of the 
WTO’s smallest member 
countries, Antigua and 
Barbuda, made it clear that it 
would not accept a ministeri- 
al declaration that called for 
negotiations on these issues. 
A number of African coun- 
tries followed, and as the 
WTO works by consensus, 
the meeting was brought to 
an end. 

The outcome was influenced 
by a number of powerful new 
alliances of developing coun- 
tries, notably the Group of 23 
which includes India, Brazil 
and China. Countries press- 
ing for special treatment for 
certain sectors of their econo- 
my, such as poor farmers, 
also formed an alliance. 
These alliances increased the 
bargaining power of poorer 
countries to stand up to the 
rich. 

‘We have done something 
historic’, said Ecuador’s trade 
and industry minister, Ivonne 



Juez de Baki, ‘this is the 
beginning of a better future 
for everyone’. 

Negotiations on the devel- 
opment agenda that was 
agreed in Doha in 2001 will 
now continue at the WTO in 
Geneva, with developing 
countries sensing that power 
is now more balanced 
between rich and poor. 

Jamaican delegate Dr 
Richard Bernal said the 



Cancun talks had also floun- 
dered because not enough 
had been offered on agricul- 
ture and on special treatment 
‘to make it worth us giving 
ground on new issues’. 

John Madeley reported on the 
Cancun meeting for The 
Observer. John is also a 
licensed lay minister at St 
Peter's Caversham. 



John Madeley 
writes 



Inside the Labyrinth. . . 



THE Parish Church of St 
Mary and St John, Cowley, is 
to host a ground-breaking 
multimedia show for a week 
in October to encourage peo- 
ple to make their own spiritu- 
al journeys. 

The Labyrinth is a fascinat- 
ing pathway mapped out over 
a large floor area for people 
to follow, guided by commen- 
tary and music on personal 
CD players. Having toured 
Britain’s cathedrals and other 
centres and visited last year’s 
Diocesan Convention, it will be 



in Cowley from October 12-17. 

‘The CD players act as 
guides, accompanying people 
on a spiritual walk which 
lasts about 45 minutes’, said 
the Revd Mark Blarney, assis- 
tant curate. ‘It has 1 1 stations 
at which visitors can stop and 
meditate or take part in a 
symbolic action. What makes 
it so exciting is that it incor- 
porates items from within the 
Christian tradition alongside 
those from everyday life and 
current technology.’ 




A spiritual journey: The Labyrinth event comes to Oxford 



A new community 



CHRISTIAN Concern for One 
World (CCOW) is forming a 
Christian Community, based 
initially in the Oxford area. 
The Community, which will 
be residential, will be a small 
group of people, sharing a 
life style which is environ- 
mentally friendly and com- 
mitted to work and pray 
together for justice, peace 
and the wholeness of cre- 
ation. For example the plan is 
to have a community car. 

The new Community will 
provide a focus for the devel- 
opment of the work CCOW 
does in resourcing people 
within the Diocese and in 



other Churches. ‘We are hop- 
ing to start off with four or 
five’, said Maranda St John 
Nicolle, coordinator. 

The plan is that members 
should have part-time jobs so 
that the community can be 
self-financing, though work 
to raise money for CCOW 
will continue. ‘I think what 
we are doing is simply start- 
ing it small and seeing what 
happens’, Maranda said. 

If you would consider 
sharing these commit- 
ments, now or in the 
future, contact Maranda St 
John Nicolle on 01865 
874778. at ccowinfo@fish.co.uk 



Messages of sympathy to Sweden 



FOLLOWING the assassination 
of Anna Lindh, messages of 
sympathy have been sent to 
our link Diocese of Vaxjo in 
Sweden, offering condolences 
on behalf of the Oxford 
Diocese. The Revd Anthony 
Dickinson, European Contact 
for the Oxford Diocese wrote: 
‘Dear brothers and sisters in 



Christ, Please convey to your 
people our profound sadness 
in the Diocese at the shocking 
murder of Anna Lindh. We 
share the grief of the people of 
Sweden at this time. Ms Lindh 
and those who mourn her will 
be remembered in prayer at 
many places across the 
Oxford Diocese. 



Challenge for new Synod 



A NEW Diocesan Synod, elect- 
ed this year, took office on 
August 1, and will meet at the 
first Synod on 22 November 
22. Out of just over 200 elect- 
ed members some 56 are 
brand new: they will be espe- 
cially welcome and - it is 
hoped - enjoy the work. 

On 1 October an induction 
session has been organised at 
St Aldate’s Parish Centre, 
Pembroke Street, Oxford fol- 
lowed by the Inaugural 
Eucharist and supper for 



Synod members at Christ 
Church Cathedral. 

Elections of Diocesan Synod 
members to Diocesan Boards, 
Councils and Committees are 
currently taking place. 

The next three years in the 
Anglican Communion, the 
Church of England and the 
Oxford Diocese will no doubt 
be challenging - and promise 
an interesting time for 
Diocesan Synod members. 
Penny Keens Vice-President 
of the Dicoesan Synod 



Harvest festival for the deaf 



A special Harvest service fea- 
turing facilities for the deaf 
and hard of hearing will ben- 
efit a charity serving deaf 
people in Africa. The 

3.00pm service at St Mary's 
Church, Purley, near 



Reading, on Sunday 12 
October will feature signing 
for the profoundly deaf, a 
loop sytem for hearing aids 
and a lipspeaker to ensure 
that what is said and sung 
will be available to everyone. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 




CHRISTIAN 
ecology LINK 

Conference: c5 owing TJhe Seed * 

1st November liam to 5.30pm 

Bloomsbury Central Baptist Church 

235 Shaftesbury Avenue, London 

Keynote Speaker - Rt Rev James Jones on: 

Earthing the Gospel’ 

Workshops and Training Sessions - Cost £10 
- NEW MEMBERS WELCOME - 
For more information contact: 

CEL, 3 Bond Street, Lancaster, LAl 3ER 

Telephone: 01524 33858 

info@christian-ecology.org.uk www.christian-ecology.org.uk 



ORGANIST REQUIRED 

Shelswell group choir, covering 10 
parishes north of Bicester urgently 
requires an organist for weekly 
rehearsals and monthly service, plus 
Festival services. 

RSCM fees available. 

Contact: 01280 847184 

Email: rickyyates@supanet.com 
www.shelswellparishes.info 



Christian and Unattached? 
Join The Network 

A national association catering for the needs of those who are divorced, 
widowed or single. 

Weekends and Holidays, Social events 
Personal Introductions 

Contact David or Gill. PO Box 20 (CP). Braunton. Devon. EX33 2YX (01271) 817093 
www.singleandchristian.co.uk 




Choices to make? Feeling stuck? 

I am a trained personal coach with a background 
in ministry training in Oxford Diocese, and offer 
a 4-session coaching programme that can help 
you discern your next step. 

Dr Anne Borrowdale 01865 432915 
email: anne@anneborrowdale.co.uk 
www.anneborrowdale.co.uk 



V® 



Fax: 01527 892152 

(-HI: tnss.)iMfcitiiB@wiii.nl 



COUNSELLING 

REV. HEATHER McGIVERN 

Short or long term counselling by experienced and 
qualified practitioner. Spiritual direction also offered. 
Registered with BACP & UKRC - Member of FPC (WPF) 

Tel: 0118 973 4801 



HEM CHORAL SOCIETy 

requires 

Musical Director 

> Established local choral society with around 100 members 

• Two major concerts a year 

• Rehearsals (Ilonday evening • Startin? January 2001, 

► Phone ou,gi 572191, for details of how to apply formally 

• Closin? date for formal applications: 20 October 2003 



TANK Winter 

MUSEUM Lecture SdH^ 

Museum opens at 6pm 
Lectures start at 7:30pm 
Booking lines : 

01929 405096 ext 212 or 462359 
Prices include adm. and refreshments. 

Thursday 13th Nov - Professor 

Richard Holmes talking on the subject of 
The Italian Campaign 1943 - 45, Sold out 

Wednesday 17th Dec - Lt Col P 
Hankinson MBE, an informative talk by the 
Colonel in Chief of 2nd Royal Tank Regiment 
on the recent operations in Iraq. £10 

Thursday 22nd Jan 04 - David Fletcher 

talking on The development of the 
tank during WW1, £10 

Thursday 12th Feb - Murray Walker, 

a light hearted anecdotal talk on life in 
formula one. £12 

Thursday 18th March * Is the age of the 

tank dead? Colonel, Force Development, 

Royal Armoured Corp will talk on the future of 
the tank and its role on the battlefield. £10 

Thursday 22nd April - Dennis Silk will 
talk on the life and poetry of Siegfried 
Sassoon. £10 

Thursday 13th May - Minette Walters, 
talking on the subject of crime writii 

The Tank Museum 
Bovington, Dorset, 
www.tankmuseum.co.uk 
info@tankmuseum.co.uk 
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News 



‘Shocking’ threat to 
churches as EU throws 
out plans to cut VAT 




RIDING HIGH The annual Historic Churches Preservation Trust 
sponsored bike and walk was held across the country on 13 
September, when participants visited as many churches as possi- 
ble to raise money for their local church and the Trust. At St 
Mary's Streatley, near Reading, Marcella Misch (left) and Alison 
Overbury stand in the late summer sunshine to be signed in by 
parish councillor, Norman Radley. Photograph by Frank Blackwell 

First grants awarded to 
‘Cutting Edge’ projects 



CHURCHES throughout the 
Oxford Diocese face soaring 
repair bills after the 
European Commission 
rejected Government propos- 
als to cut VAT. 

The Commission has recom- 
mended that Churches should 
pay the full 17.5 
per cent on repairs to listed 
buildings used as places 
of worship. 

Currently the Treasury pays 
back a rebate of 12.5 per cent 
to churches and has argued 
that religious organisations 
should continue to pay only 
a five per cent rate on 
repairs. Alterations and new 
build schemes are zero-rated 
at present but this 
concession may also be 
under threat. 

If the EU decision is ratified 
next year, then the Church of 
England could lose around 
£11 million a year. In the 
Oxford Diocese, this means 
significant repair schemes like 
the massive restoration project 
at Dorchester Abbey will face 



‘INTIMACY and involvement: 
you can’t have one without the 
other’ So said Steve Chalke, 
keynote speaker at a confer- 
ence on homelessness on 
Saturday, 20 September at 
Banbury Baptist Church. 

Exploring the scriptural basis 
for Christian social action, 
Chalke drew upon Isaiah 58: 6 
- 12 to emphasise that intima- 
cy with God and involvement 
with one’s neighbour go hand 
in hand. Intimacy without 
involvement leads to ‘spiritual 
hedonism’, and involvement 
without intimacy leads to a 
joyless exhaustion. 



VAT bills running into hun- 
dreds of thousands of pounds. 
John Metcalfe, project manag- 
er for the restoration of 
Dorchester Abbey, said the EU 
decision was ‘shocking news 
for all churches’. 

‘This would increase our 

‘This would increase 
our repair bill to the 
last phase of work 
on the Abbey by 
£144,000 alone.’ 

repair bill to the last phase of 
work on the Abbey by 
£144,000 alone. We are still 
trying to raise money for the 
next phase and this would 
make it all the harder.’ 

The Abbey needs another £2 
million to carry out more 
work, which includes restora- 
tion of the floors in the chan- 
cel, John Metcalfe said. 

Coundess smaller restoration 
projects planned by churches 
across the Diocese could also be 



His insights were welcomed by 
the 85 participants, who came 
from a range of denomination- 
al backgrounds but shared a 
passion for ensuring that 
everyone in society is assured a 
safe and secure home to live in. 
Rob Taylor, until recently Chief 
Executive of Adullam Homes, a 
Christian-based supported 
housing agency, spoke of the 
need to challenge media stereo- 
types of homeless people’. 

Four workshops enabled in- 
depth engagement with hous- 
ing policy issues: rural housing; 
the needs of single homeless 
people; families and homeless- 



put at risk by the EU decision. 
Church leaders have vowed to 
fight the move and are urging 
parishioners to take part in a 
coordinated letter writing 
campaign. The Bishop of 
London, the Rt Rev Richard 
Chartres, has launched a cam- 
paign to reduce the VAT rates. 

Government ministers have 
promised to press the case but 
negotiations promise to be very 
tough. A final unanimous deci- 
sion has to be made by the 
Council of Ministers early next 
year Church leaders fear that 
the usual horsetrading process, 
by which decisions are reached 
at EU level, could result in the 
Government jettisoning its 
commitment to reduced rates 
for Churches. 

Local churches are being 
urged to write to MPs and 
MEPs to protest at the EU deci- 
sion. They are asked to stress 
how imposing the standard VAT 
rate would undermine efforts to 
keep church buildings open 
for both worship and 
community use. 



ness, and young people and 
homelessness. These work- 
shops set a challenging ‘agenda 
for the future’ for the Housing 
and Homelessness working 
group of the Board for Social 
Responsibility, joint sponsors 
of this conference with the 
Shaftesbury Housing Group. 
Noel Towe, chairman of the BSR 
group, said: ‘The aim of this con- 
ference was to raise awareness of 
housing need within the Diocese, 
and to build a wider network of 
interest and expertise. We suc- 
ceeded on both counts.’ 

Alison Webster 

Diocesan Social Responsibility Adviser 



THE first grants have been 
awarded for new projects 
promising to put the Church 
on the cutting edge of life in 
21st Britain. 

Three projects within the 
Diocese of Oxford have been 
confirmed for a share of the 
£250,000 funding with more 
schemes to be announced 
shortly. The Cutting Edge 
Ministry scheme is looking 
for ideas to create new forms 
of church. 

The Bishop of Dorchester, 
chairman of the grant- 
awarding group, said he 
was ‘very excited’ by the 



schemes coming foward. 
Money has been awarded to 
the Revd Penny Joyce to run 
an outreach ministry on the 
Madely Park estate, Witney. 
Called ‘Discovery Days’ it 
aims to reach out to the 
dozens of newcomers on the 
estate, who may have few 
family or community links. 

A project to set up a web- 
based Church, called ‘I- 
Church’ has also been 
awarded funding. And a new 
deacon, Matt Rees, has been 
given partnership funding to 
set up a project ministering 
on the Oxford club scene. 



Michael Chantry 

THE Revd Michael Chantry, 
chaplain of Hertford 
College, Oxford died peace- 
fully on September 17 2003. 
A thanksgiving service for 
his life was due to be held in 
St Andrew’s church, Linton 
Road, Oxford, on Friday 26 
September at 2pm. 
Donations to Christian Aid. 



New presenter for 
BBC religious show 

Ian Pearce is the new presen- 
ter of BBC Three Counties 
Radio’s weekly religious 
programme. Melting Pot. 
The show will go out each 
Sunday between 3pm and 
6pm. Former teacher, Ian 
said he wanted to ‘explain 
the whole notion of faith to 
as many different faith com- 
munities as possible’ 



Ringing walk 

A SPONSORED walk of 230 
miles across the breadth of 
England aims to draw atten- 
tion to the plight of the 
church bells at St James 
Finchampstead. 

Tower Captain David 
Struckett and friends will 
begin the walk, on 11 
October near the River 
Severn below Stroud and 
then pick up the Thames Path 
through Oxford and 
Windsor to the sea via 
London. The walkers are try- 
ing to raise £20,000. 

www.finchampstead.co.uk the church's 
website will carry updates on progress. 
For more information contact David 
on 0118 9890072. 



V 

Feeding the 2,600 

FOURTEEN Aylesbury 
churches put on a free barbe- 
cue in the town’s Market 
Square to encourag people to 
ask questions about 
Christianity. Between 17 and 
21 September 2,600 people 
were fed while a worship 
band played a mix of tradi- 
tional hymns and modern 
worship songs. A follow-up 
Alpha Banquet with Jonathan 
Aitken was a sell out. 



Homelessness Conference: ‘Intimacy and 
Involvement ought to go hand in hand’ 
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Wedding and 
Bridesmaid Dresses 



Ready Made or Made to Order 
Ranging from size 8 to 24 

Hire or purchase 
Wedding Dresses from £200 
Communion and Bridesmaid Dresses 
(Children's and Adults from £50) 

Large stock available for viewing 
Also alterations undertaken 
Full range of Bridal Shoes at Discount Prices 

Telephone: 

Jennie's Bridal Wear 

Reading (01 18) 9508959 
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People & places 



Diocesan cricketers triumph in Church 
Times cup with ‘effortless’ century 




THE 2003 cricket season ended 
on a high for the Diocesan team 
when they won the Church 
Times Cup on 4 September at a 
sun-strewn Southgate ground 
beating the Bath and Wells team 
by seven wickets.The final, like 
the rest of the season, was a tri- 
umph for the cricketing staff of 
St Andrew's Oxford and it was a 
personal triumph for the youth 
officer there, Rob Humphreys. In 
all but one of the matches in the 
Church Times Competition this 
season, a member of the St. 
Andrew's team has scored a cen- 
tury. Rob Humphreys scored cen- 
turies against Birmingham and 
Derby in the opening rounds and 
Andrew Wingfield-Digby against 
London in the quarter final. 
Humphreys batted beautifully all 



season and it was fitting that he 
won the 'man of the match' 
award in the final for his bril- 
liant and seemingly effortless 
111. He was well supported by 
the team's captain, Hugh White, 
Rector of Deddington (centre 
holding the cup), who batted 
neatly for a half century. The 
pattern of the final was similar 
to all those that had gone before 
with Oxford's powerful batting 
line-up making a mockery of any 
score they needed to get. 

After collecting the trophy 
from the Editor of the Church 
Times, Hugh White dedicated 
the victory to the late Tom 
Thorp, a loyal and much missed 
member of the team, who died 
earlier this year. 

Tom Moffatt 



Animal Welfare Sunday celebrated in Whitchurch 

ST MARY the Virgin Church in Whitchurch-on-Thames will be 
holding a Pets Service for Animal Welfare Sunday (5 October) at 
10am, with blessing of the animals. St Mary’s will also be hold- 
ing a Harvest Thanksgiving at 10am on Sunday 12 October. At 
St John the Baptist Church in Whitchurch-on-Thames there will 
be a healing service for St Luke’s Tide (Sunday 19 October) at 
6pm with laying-on of hands and anointing. 



SNIPPETS 



Voices for hospices The 

world’s largest simultaneous 
singing event will take place 
on Saturday, 4 October, with 
choirs taking part all over the 
UK and in nearly 50 different 
countries. The performance in 
St Mary’s Church, Kidlington, 
Oxfordshire, will begin 
promptly at 7:30pm (our 
time!) and is linked with 
another performance in our 
link diocese of Kimberley, 
South Africa. All funds raised 
in Kidlington will go to the 
Douglas House hospice in 
Oxford. Ring Kathryn Ellis on 
01865 372230 or e-mail 
churchkid@tesco.net for details. 
. . . and voices for the 
homeless Douai Abbey in 
Woolhampton will be the 
venue for a performance of 
Faure’s requiem and Bach’s 
Magnificat, conducted by Sir 
David Willcocks. The perfor- 
mance takes place on 
Saturday 15 Nov. All pro- 
ceeds will go to the Cardinal 
Hume Centre Trust, which 
provides support, accommo- 
dation, healthcare and educa- 
tion to young homeless peo- 
ple. To book, write to “Sing 
for the Homeless”, Woodbine 
Cottage, Fishers Lane, Cold 
Ash, Berkshire RG18 9NG. 
C ha nghg Rooms, C ha ngmg 
Lives Deddington Church 
(near Banbury) is supporting 
two new major projects: one 
in the church and the other in 
South Africa. The project in 
South Africa will provide a 
day centre for young children 



infected and affected by HIV/ 
AIDS. The project in 
Deddington will create a 
Children’s Church room, 
quiet prayer space, video cine- 
ma room and much more. 
Partridge cooks Team 
Vicar Martin Partridge roast- 
ed joints of local beef for a 
feast in Quainton Parish 
Church, near Aylesbury, to 
commemorate its patronal 
festival on Saturday 
September 13. The event was 
open to everyone in the vil- 
lage, not just churchgoers. 
Martin says: ‘Christians are 
here for the village as a 
whole, not just the regular 
congregation.’ 




To market, to market, to 
win a holiday! The Revd 
Roger Humphreys 
(Woodstock and Bladon) got 
a bargain when he took a 
photograph of a French mar- 
ket trader during a sabbatical 
visit to France and won a 
competition with it (see pic- 
ture above)! The competition 
was to find a photograph 
which best illustrated the theme 
‘Soul of France’, and Roger 
won a channel-crossing and 
two weeks in a luxurious apart- 
ment on the Riviera for two. 



Inside out weekend St 

Luke’s, Maidenhead, will be 
turned inside out on the 
weekend of 17 October - that 
is, it will be opened up for 
everybody to share. There 
will be Open Choir Practice 
on Friday 17 October, which 
is a chance to come and join 
in singing a variety of choral 
music - all ages welcome. On 
Saturday 18 October the 
church will be open to all, 
with demonstrations of lots of 
activities like flower arranging 
and a workshop on worship. 
In the bag If you’re shop- 
ping at the Sainsbury’s in 
Heyford Hill during October, 
bring your own bag and get a 
penny back for the Porch 
Steppin’ Stone Centre. 
Retreat is back Saint 
Ethelwold’s House in 
Abingdon, a Christian-based 
spiritual community dedicated 
to understanding between dif- 
ferent faith communities, is 
announcing its first pro- 
gramme of activities since 
rebuilding work followed a 
serious fire. The programme 
includes workshops including 
parenting, poetry and philoso- 
phy. See www.ethelwold.org 
for more information on the 
House and the Fellowship of 
St Ethelwold’s. 

Holy Trinity in Chile Holy 
Trinity Church in Cookham- 
on-Thames raised £22000 
from their Millennium 
Appeal, which went towards 
the building of 15 homes in 
Pehuenche, a poverty-stricken 
part of Chile. Seven of these 
houses are already complete, 
and three are well underway. 



while the son of the local 
bishop, Abelino Apeleo, is 
being an invaluable help. 




First Lady Judy Martin 
(Pictured) sang with her sis- 
ter Gillian and her father 
Bill, in St John’s Church 
Choir, Mortimer in the 
1970’s and 80’s. Her moth- 
er Gwen was the organist 
and choirmaster there. Judy 
went on to be an organ 
scholar at Cambridge. Now 
she has been appointed 
Director of Music at Christ 
Church Cathedral, Dublin 
and so becomes the first 
female cathedral director of 
music in the UK. 
Hymnathon 2003 St 
Swithun’s Church, 
Kennington, will be holding 
a ‘hymathon’ on 18 and 19 
October to raise funds to 
repair the driveway and car 
park. It is planned to per- 
form as many of the 978 
hymns within the ‘Complete 
Anglican Hymns Old and 
New’ as possible within 
twenty-four hours. For more 
information on how to 
sponsor hymns or join in, 
ring Roger Dennett on 
01865 739 979. 



Oxford Diocesan 
Year Book 2003/ 2004 



The most comprehensive and useable source of 
information about the Oxford Diocese ever produced. 



• Contact details for parish clergy, churchwardens and other officers. 

• Lists of chaplains and other non-parochial clergy. 

• Information about the work of Church House Departments with contact details 

• Legal information about day-to-day parish issues 

• Contact details for many of the Christian organisation in the diocese 

New for 2003/2004 

• Many churches now listed with addresses and details of facilities, such as toilets 

• Information about Deaf Churches in the diocese 

• A complete re-design makes the book easier to use and more accurate than 
ever before. 

• September publication date brings the book closer to parish elections so the 
information stays current for longer. 

Oxford Diocesan Year Book 2003/4 costs £10 (plus £2.50 p&p) 

For the quickest delivery, please use our secure credit / debit card 
online ordering service at www.oxford.anglican.org 

Alternatively, complete the following order form in block capitals and 

send to: Year Book Orders, Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey, Oxford OX2 0NB 

Year Books are also available from Church House Reception. 

Please send me: | | Oxford Diocesan Year Books at £10 (+2.50 p&p) each 



Total cost: 



Name: . . 
Address: 



Delivery Address: 



Postcode: 



Contact Telephone: 

Email Address: .- 

I wish to pay by credit card / debit card / cheque (delete as appropriate) 
Credit / debit card holders, please fill in your details below: 

Cardholder name: 

Card Number: 

Expiry Date: 



St Frideswide at the end of the pilgrims’ road 

AFTER their long walk from * 
Dorchester to Oxford on 7 
September; the pilgrims gathered in 
Christ Church Cathedral for a ser- 
vice at the recently restored St 
Frideswide Shrine. The Saxon saint, 
who founded a convent on the site 
of what is now the Cathedral, is the 
patron saint of Oxford. The annual 
service in her honour at 6pm in the 
Cathedral on 21 October is open to 
all. On 25 October at 6pm 
Evensong, Tim Russian, the former 
business manager of The DOOR, will 
receive the Order of St Frideswide. 

See also page 1 
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Eco-column 



I’M writing this during the 
first week of the new school 
year here in Reading. Traffic 
levels have suddenly leapt up 
around my workplace. From 
quiet roads with two or three 
vehicles queuing at the traffic 
lights last week, we now have 
two miles of slow moving 
traffic, much of it huge four 
wheel drive vehicles and peo- 
ple carriers. I am afraid the 
‘school run’ is back. Of 



course, for some, it is 
unavoidable - the demands of 
work and school, together 
with lifestyle decisions to live 
in rural areas removed from 
centres of population, force 
us into cars at the start and 
end of each day. 

But many of us do have a 
choice. The majority of car 
journeys in a town like 
Reading are less than two 
miles - easily walkable. And a 
car engine is horribly ineffi- 
cient when cold, emitting 
more than twice the levels of 
carbon as well as other pollu- 
tants as it does when proper- 
ly warmed up. Put this along- 
side the health of our chil- 
dren, who are now more 
overweight, more unhealthy. 



with less habit of regular 
exercise than ever before. The 
arguments for leaving the car 
behind and walking to school 
become very persuasive. 

Christians need to recognise 
that all their decisions have 
implications for their neigh- 
bours, and ultimately for 
their children and grandchil- 
dren. A polluted atmosphere 
and generations of sick, over- 
weight people are a poor 
return for a little early morn- 
ing inconvenience. 

Ian N. James 
Dr. I . N .James@Btinternet.com 

The Revd Dr Ian James is the 

Diocesan Environmental 
Adviser.He is also a Curate in the 
Bracknell Team Ministry and will 
be priested on28 September. 






Please pray for the following due to be ordained priest on Sunday, 28 September 

(Beedon & Peasemore with West 
flsley and Famborough); Tim 



Meyrick Beebee (Gerrards Cross); 
Derrick Carr (Amersham St Mary 
with Coleshill); Elaine Out (St 
Andrews, Hatters Lane); Susan 
Fellows (Weston Turville, St Mary 
the Virgin); Jo Gallant (St 
Michael’s Amersham); Jean Price 
(North Buckingham Parish); Jenny 
Shields (Lenborough); Cathy 
Smith (Denham); Denise Brown 



Garrett (Oxford & Andrew); Anne 
Holmes (Old Marston); Pam 
McKellen (St Matthew, Oxford); 
Michael White (Shelswell); Allen 
Edwards (Didcot, All Saints); Joy 
Hance (Cherbury with Gainheld); 
Ian James (Holy Trinity, Bracknell 
Team); Joseph Kennedy (Stratfield 



Mortimer); Anne Kiggell (Basildon 
with Aldworth & Ashampstead); 
Rebekah Little (Minister Church of 
St Mary, Reading); Rosalind 
Rutherford (Earley St Peter); Lynn 
Trainor (Ascot Heath, All Saints); 
Barbara Webb, Cumnor St 
Michael); David Webster (Hurst St 
Nicholas). 
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NO HALF MEASURES is the theme of this interview with the Bishop of Buckingham. His mother was a Hungarian night- 



God in the life of 

Alan Wilson 



club dancer and as a newborn baby he was taken to hospital in a drawer. But despite such unorthodox beginnings, an aunt 
taught him Bible stories and took him to Sunday school and by the time he got to Cambridge, Alan 
Wilson was a committed Anglican. After completing a doctorate in modem historical theology he was 
tom between an academic career and following in the steps of his father, who after 20 years in the army 
had returned to the law. He eventually settled on ordination and since 1 979, he has served as a priest in 
the Oxford Diocese in Eynsham, Caversham and most recently in Sandhurst. He has also worked in 
Reading prison, helped to train clergy and led the planning team for the Diocesan Convention in 2002. 
Alan is married to Lucy, a violin teacher, and they have five children aged four to 1 7. 



I was born in Redford 
Barracks in Edinburgh, stuck 
in a kitchen drawer and taken 
to the hospital. It was the only 
time in my life that I have ever 
arrived before time. 

My mother was a Hungarian 
dancer. She was wild and gen- 
erous and stunningly beautiful 
and she couldn’t boil an egg. 
She and her sister were work- 
ing in nightclubs in Alexandria 
and in 1939 missed a boat 
back, lost their passports and 
became stateless. They ended 
up working in Cyprus. My 
father fetched up in a nightclub 
there the day after VE day and 
there was my mother. 

The classic thing for army 
families to do with young chil- 
dren in the 1950’s was to park 
them with relations and we 
lived with my father’s sister, my 
Auntie Hazel. She provided the 
stability and was a wonderful 
Anglican William Barclay sort 
of Christian. She never pushed 
anything but she told us Bible 
stories and took my brother 
and me to Sunday School at St 
Margaret’s Barking. 

Strong sense of equality 

Both my parents were great 
survivors. My mother was a 
live- on-your-wits person and 
very suspicious of strangers. 
But she had a sense of some- 
body looking out for you in a 
very powerful way and she 
would go along to church every 
now and then. My father had 
started off starchy and 
Calvinistic but all that got shot to 
pieces during the war when you 
became aware that Catholics 
and Protestants alike get shot. 
He also had a very strong sense 
of equality which I think comes 
from the Scottish background. In 
that sense our upbringing was 
very clean and open. 



My parents wanted us to go to 
Sevenoaks School where there 
had been extraordinary experi- 
ments in education during the 
nineteen sixties so we moved to 
Sevenoaks. As a teenager I had 
a friend who went to a Baptist 
Church and I went along with 
him and bought into that in a 
very big way. It was the sort of 
faith where you believed in it 
so you did it. I like this positive, 
optimistic, can do attitude. 

In terms of becoming an 
Anglican there were two shows 
in town in Sevenoaks in the 
1970’s. There was St John’s 
where they prayed for the Pope 
and it all ended up at the pub 
which I thought was extraordi- 
narily cool. Then next door to 
Sevenoaks School was St 
Nicholas, one of the largest 
evangelical churches in the 
country, where there were 
some extremely beautiful girls. 
So I was rather attached to 
both. But whether it was 
Catholic or Evangelical I took 
my religion in a rather hot 
vindaloo way. 

The junior RE master at 
Sevenoaks was James Jones, 
now Bishop of Liverpool. He 
made it seem that the most 
worthwhile thing you could do 
was to get involved with Jesus 
Christ. He really cared about 
God and had more to do with 
communicating that to me 
than anybody else. 

Getting to the bottom of it 

So by the time I went to 
Cambridge I was an evangeli- 
cal committed Anglican 
Christian. I had a scholarship 
to read history so in a perverse 
way I thought why not do 
something else. Theology 
appealed to me because it was 
about people and there was 
also a sense of wanting to get 



to the bottom of something I 
cared very much about. In my 
last year I began to question 
the idea of ordination. My 
director of studies had also 



against the glass on the outside 
of that. But if God ever did do 
that for me and told me, say, to 
go off and be a missionary in 
Peru, I’d do it. 

When I was ordained in 1979, 
I was technically an NSM 




signed me up to the thought of 
doing research. Another possi- 
bility was the law. I had a mouth 
that motored and that was good 
for a barrister but I didn’t feel as 
committed to the law. 

I decided on Wycliffe Hall the- 
ological college because I need- 
ed to be somewhere near 
Oxford and I have never 
regretted my choice. It was a 
place of tremendous integrity. 
They cared about you saying 
your prayers and about the 
Bible and that suited me. They 
also cared that you loved the 
Lord and it seemed to me that 
if you are going to be a 
Christian minister that’s part of 
it at any rate. At Wycliffe I first 
met charismatic, evangelical 
Christians who had this very 
intense experience of the Spirit 
and I always felt like the person 
with their nose pressed up 



because I had an Oxford 
University post. I lived in 
Eynsham, working part-time 
with Peter Ridley the Vicar 
there. He was another wonder- 
ful influence in my life and I 
began to feel that the parish 
ministry was what I wanted to 
do. I also met Lucy and we fell 
very much in love. The old 
thing that vicars are either 
made or destroyed by their 
wives is true. We have been 
married now for 18 years. I 
know it sounds silly and trivial 
but she has been wonderful. 

Brokenness and grace 

Another person who influ- 
enced me when I was growing 
up was Roy Hessian who 
taught about the power of bro- 
kenness and grace. There has 
been a tendency among some 
Christians, especially English 



Christians like Pelagius, to lose 
sight of God’s grace in their 
efforts to do their best for the 
Lord. In fact Christianity is 
about God’s free grace which 
means you are home and dry 
before you start. The sense of 
that has never deserted me. 

Another thing that has influ- 
enced me in the way I pray and 
work is the Benedictine Rule. 
For 20 years I have gone with 
the same five people for a 
week every year to a 
Benedictine abbey. We go to 
Mass with the monks but then 
we have sessions where we sit 
around and talk through 
what’s happened in the last 
year in our personal lives, how 
the job’s going and about 
‘what gives me hope’ for the 
next year. This annual review is 
very important to me. 

Rule of Benedict 

The Psalms have also become 
very important to me. If you are 
praying you can use words or 
not use words: it doesn’t matter 
But if you are going to use words 
why not use God’s words. 

The Rule of Benedict doesn’t 
give you a formula for being a 
Christian. It’s a call to disciple- 
ship based on conversion, sta- 
bility and obedience. 
‘Conversion’ could be about 
permanent revolution or else 
just commitment to the way of 
life. I don’t go to church 
because I think it’s going to do 
me good, I go because it’s the 
way of life to which I’m com- 
mitted as a Christian person. 
Once you start giving every 

M&mew by Christine Zwart 
Photograph by Frank Blackwell 

place of worship Egon Ronay 
stars you are treating it like a 
restaurant and it makes it very 
difficult for you to pray when 



you do go to church. There is a 
monastic principle when you 
eat you eat, when you sleep 
you sleep, when you worship 
God you worship God. 

Benedict also talks about sta- 
bility which is of course so 
important in marriage. Finally 
there is obedience - that order- 
ing of life and knowing what 
matters which is what 
Benedictine spirituality is all 
about. It’s not about hair shirts. 
It is about saying if you want to 
be perfect you are going to 
need community, structure, the 
word of God and prayer - all 
integrated and working togeth- 
er. You can’t use your prayer 
life to make yourself a different 
sort of person without any 
other changes in your life. 

One of the dangers of being an 
internal candidate for the job is 
that you think you know all 
about it when you don’t. Bucks 
is an incredibly varied Area and 
learning to live with diversity 
and to make something of that 
is a great point of interest. 

It seems to me that Bishop 
Colin Bennetts got the idea of 
evangelism on the map while 
Mike Hill did an enormous 
amount to encourage and 
inspire that instinct. I believe we 
are now getting to a phase when 
people are saying: ‘Now we 
have talked about it, how do we 
really make changes in our lives 
which are consistent with what 
God is calling us to be?’ 

We live in a society where 
everyone is restructuring. They 
have tried a new logo, a new 
packaging and a relaunch. 
Benedict would say that disci- 
pleship, the business of being 
the people God wants us to be, 
is what it’s all about. 

It’s the same for bishops. In 
the end I hope people will feel 
that I listened and prayed and I 
was there for them and that we 
followed Jesus together. 






Cranford House 

...Where Tradition Meets 
Tomorrow 



An Independent GSA School for girls 3-16 
and boys 3-7 

Open Morning 

Saturday 18th October 2003 
9.30am - 12 noon 
The Headmistress will address 
prospective parents at 9.45am 

• Completion of New Senior Teaching and 
Library Block 

• Purpose built nursery for 3-4 year olds 

• School Transport available in selected areas 

• Development of confidence, character 
and personality 

• All-round opportunities for every pupil 
For further details contact: 

Mrs Joan Gibson 
Headmistress 
Telephone: 01491 651218 
E.Mail: office@cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
Cranford House is situated on the A329 
between Streatley and Wallingford 
Registered Charity No: 280883 




Christ Church Cathedral 



OXFORD 



The annual service of evensong 
to commemorate 
Frideswide, 
patron saint of Oxford 
will be held at 

CHRIST CHURCH 

on 

Tuesday 21st October 2003 
at 6.00pm 

The Dean and Chapter warmly invite 
the public to attend the service, 
sung by the Cathedral Choir 



OXFORD 

BROOKES 

UNIVERSITY 



School of Arts and Humanities 



intensive Weekend 
Language Courses 



A unique opportunity for language students to get together and learn. 
Beginners will go away with basic ‘survival’ skills; the intermediate 
groups will be able to consolidate their knowledge and the advanced 
group will have the chance to discuss contemporary issues. 

Italian weekend 

Saturday 15 and Sunday 16 November 2003 
(closing date for applications 1 7 October) 

French and Spanish weekend 

Saturday 22 and Sunday 23 November 2003 
(closing date for applications 24 October) 

For application forms and further information contact: 

Oxford Brookes Language Services 
Headington Campus 
Gipsy f ane, Oxford 0X3 0BP 
Tel: 01865 483692 
Email: obls@brookes.ac.uk 



www.brookes.ac.uk 
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Holiday 2003 - Summers going fast! 
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Watermouth Lodges 
Watermouth Lodges is 
situated in 12 acres of 
woodland which overlooks 
Watermouth Cove. It is a 
small, friendly site with the 
self-catering 

r— 



accommodation scattered 
between the trees to give a 
nice private feel to the site. 
We have various types of 
accommodation, from 
small family units sleeping 
four, two bed roomed 



BEST VALUE 
TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged For Church Magazine Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 

SINGLE TRIP INSURANCE 

2 weeks Europe - From £18.95 per person 

Most Pre-existing medical conditions accepted 
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B 
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We can now sell 
„ annual insurance 
for people up to 85 years. 

Call For Details 

0U6 272 0500 

Real People... not machines!! 



SSI 






lodges sleeping 
six, to our large 
luxury lodges 
sleeping eight, 
one of which is 
suitable for 
wheelchairs, 
also having 
wheel-in 
shower and 
disabled hand 
rails in the 
bathroom.We allow dogs in 
some of our lodges, but 
not the luxury units. 

We have a bar and 
restaurant serving a 
comprehensive menu, and 
in high season have quiz 
evenings and karaoke 
nights 

We have outdoor and 
indoor swimming pools 
with a spa and sauna. The 
site also has a laundrette 

% 




RAVEL 

3 Station Hill, Chippenham SN15 1EQ 

Tel: 01249 650668 

Email: bt@dbtravel.co.uk Website: www.dbtravel.co.uk 
Long-established independent agent for the complete travel service: 
♦ Family Holidays 

♦ Coach Tours & Pilgrimages 

♦ Long-haul & Tailor-made Destinations 

♦ Weddings & Honeymoons 

♦ Flights, Cruises, Late Deals 

♦ Business Travel and Group Bookings 

ABTA, IATA and ATOL bonded - Worldchoice and CARTA agent 



and 

shop selling basic 
provisions. — 

We are situated close to 
the coast path which 
meanders around the 
coastline. 

Ilfracombe and Combe 
Martin are to be found less 
than two miles either side 
of us and just inland is 
Berrynarbor, the winner of 
the best kept village 2003, 
also placed for several 
years in the ‘Britain in 
Bloom’ finals. 



David Brown Travel is a family-run independent 
travel agency which opened up in Chippenham s 
Station Hill almost 30 years ago. 

The firm prides itself on providing a first-class 
personal service, and their staff have first-hand 
experience of many destinations around the 
globe. 

They are members of ABTA and also of the 
Worldchoice consortium of agents, which gives 
them the buying power of a multi-national 
company without losing any of their 
independence. They also belong to “CARTA", the 
campaign for real travel agents. Membership of 
this is limited to only 130 agents nationwide, and 
gives access to a range of small specialist tour 
operators whose diverse holidays include such 
things as trekking in the Himalayas; cycling in the 
Pyrenees; wildlife encounters; pilgrimages; 
painting, archaeology and botany trips. 

The firm wiUTailor^make itineraries, for the 
increasing number of clients who do not want just 
a straightforward package, or who want to 
combine a number of different options. There is 
also a separate business travel department 
dealing with both large and small companies 
locally and further afield. 

David Brown Travel has accreditations in many 
areas, including from the Australian and 
Caribbean tourist boards, and from PSARA, the 
retail cruising watchdog. They have won several 



David Brown T ravel 
- for a first class 



travel service 

industry awards, and take an active interest in the 
local community, supporting the Chippenham 
Chamber of Commerce, town centre initiatives 
and a variety of local charities. 

Whatever your holiday requirement, David Brown 
Travel will take the time and trouble to find 
exactly what you want. The high percentage of 
repeat clients bears testimony to their friendly 
professional service. Visit their website at 
www.dbtravel.co.uk to find out more 
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(osta Blanca 

Semi detached Family Villa 
in oft road location 

Nr Torrevieja, Alicante 

dose by Villa Martin Golf 
Course. Sleeps 6, 3 bedrooms, 
2 bathrooms, 3 terraces. 
Right next to 2 pools. 
Central heating, Cable TV. 
From £260 - £490 p/w 

Tel; 01181476614 




Parkway Guesthouse 
Family run, select & 
budget accommodation. 
Very reasonable rates. 

Tel: 003531 874 0469 

Email: parkway@eircom.net 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air-conditioned, 
privately owned villa. Sleeps 
8 /1 0, own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 

Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurrell 

Tel: 01 865 326776 



MALTA - BUGIBBA 

3 bedroom apartment, sleeps up to 6 
persons. Close to shops, bars & 
restaurants. 3 minutes uialk to seafront. 
Transport to and from airport arran?ed. 
from I160 uieeklg for 2 persons. 
Tel: 01628 773593 



CYPRUS 

Paphos 

New 3 bedroom ground floor 
apartment, small private complex 
pool, fitted kitchen, barbecue, 
near shops, restaurants, beach, 
No smokers. For further details: 
Sheila & Crispin Bickle 

01980 611372 

Email: crispin@kirkee.fsnet.co.uk 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 

Watchet 
Caravans & Chalets 
overlooking the sea. 
Half price for senior 
citizens. 

Early & late Season 

Tel: 01984 631781 



Ur li1c<! 





Comfortable 2 bedroom 
house, air conditioning, all 
mod cons. Sleeps 6, pool 
& patio. From £250 pw. 

Tel: 01844 275815 



for your hot 
vine too much for' 



GLOS/SHIRE 

Cosy annex for two (non- 
smokers). Beautiful 
countryside. Lovely 
gardens. Pets welcome. 

August Sp ecial Offers 

Tel: 01452 840531 



ALGARVEI 


KIBBLE VALLEY 

- Clitheroe 

2 self-catering apartments 
in converted stable. 
Wonderful views. 
Sleeps 4-6. ETC ★★★★ 
Wheelchair friendly 

Tel: 01 MO 445370 

piiko@hi 3 her 3 iiis.co.uk 

www.hi 3 her 3 iiis.co.uk 


Bkrl De TPoIIensa 

TRajorca 

Attractive, 2 bedroom, 
ground floor apartment 
Private garden, quiet area. 
200m to sea/ bus stops, 30 
min walk to main promenade. 
Available from end April. 

Tel: 01373 812245 


Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6 / 8 , near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure; 
Brian Chambers 


I Tel: 02380 265683 


DEVON 

FARM COTTAGES 

3 miles beautiful North Coast 
2 miles Exmoor, sleep 2-6. 
Heated Indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and quiet 
in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available. 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.northcotemanorfarm.co.uk 


Wells/ 

Glastonbury 

Self-catering short breaks & holidays. 
Our cottages are comfortable, warm, 
cosy and loved. 

See: www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
E-mail: cjvbhhol@aol.com 

Tel. 01749 672 857 





Cosg cottages, fully equipped. 
Linen provided. Panoramic vieuus. 
Do?i welcome, for brochure lei: 

01694 722869 

imuiu.botvylefarm.co.uk 


MOIMHOTIL 

Central Promenade, Llandudno 

• Open all year round - 

Guaranteed Free Car Parking. 
All rooms en-suite. 

B&B & Evening meal - 
£39.50 per person per night 

Details tel: 01492 879660 


Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
All dates available 

Tel: 01454 260619 

www.wolstenhomes.co.uk 


Exmoor 
National Park 

Two adjacent, refurbished, 
comfortable character 
cottages in Timberscombe. 
Sleeps 3/6. Pets welcome. 
Reasonable all-inclusive prices. 
Tel: 01643 841193 

E-mail: mpa@workshop.ndo.co.uk 
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HOME SITTER 

Are you reluctant to leave your home empty, 
to put your pets into kennels? 

I offer peace of mind while you are away. 

I will stay in your home and look after your pets. 

For details, please contact Elizabeth Bridges 

01823 667455 
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CORNWALL 

Large Country House Hotel. 

Fine restaurant, resident pianists, leisure spa. 
Many bargain breaks. Central for Touring. 

Penventon Park Hotel AA ★★★ 

Tel: Redruth 01209 203000 

Email: manager@penventon.com www.penventon.com 



For further information, please calLour friendly 
team - §u?;Sarah or tony on: 

01527 89 2945 

Email: cross.publications@virgin.net 

Our Holiday pages are not your usual congested lineage ads. 

Each advert booked is diplayed in a clear boxed layout. We do not hard sell! 



WATERMOUTH LODGES 

in magnificent North Devon 

Watermouth. Lodges is situated in 1 2 acres 
of woodland overlooking Watermouth Cove 

* Quality Log Cabin Accommodation 

* Licensed Family Bar & Restaurant 

* Comprehensive Menu * Patio & BBQ area 

* Indoor &. Outdoor Heated Pools • Sauna & Spa Pools 

* Children’s Playground * Soft Play Room 

* Indoor Games Room * Site Shop 

For further information or to discuss a booking, please call 
Carol or Alf on: 01271 865 361 Fax: 01271 879 520 

Email: info@watermouth.co.uk www.watermouth.co.uk 




cross, 
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Gatwick 3 mins 

Friendly, quiet B&B 
in garden setting 

Close to shops and restaurants. 

All rooms colour TV with tea/coffee 
facilities. Full English or 
Continental breakfast included. 
Secure holiday parking available. 
Courtesy transport by arrangement. 

Easy access from M25 - M23 
Tel & Fax: 01293 783363 



To Rent 

MARBELLA/ALOHA 

Jwo bedroom, two bathroom 
apartment. Overlooking golf 
course. Communal gardens, large 
pool, tennis, squash, parking. Five 
minutes to Puerto/Banus beach. 
For more information: 

Tel/Fax: 01865 712431 

Email: annabellep@onetel.net.uk 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian & Uz Pedlow 
Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.a prilcottageguesthouse.co.il k 

NON SMOKING 



KINGFORD HOUSE HOTEL 

Lynton 

♦♦♦♦ E.T.C. 

A warm and traditional welcome awaits you at our family run 
hotel, where you can enjoy excellent home cooked cuisine. 
Fabulously situated for touring Exmoor. Enjoy a Short or long 
term stay. Rooms available for permanent retired residents 
Telephone Tricia Morgan for Brochure and Tariff. 

01598 752361 
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Ordinands 




Margreet Armistead 

Littlemore 

My husband Julian, an 
English teacher, and I have 
two children Gillian, 9, and 
Tom, 7. My background is 
in teaching and working 
with brain injured adults. 
We lived in Hong Kong for 
five years. I was brought up 
in the Netherlands. We are 
all looking forward to 
spending the next phase of 
our family journey in 
Littlemore, Oxford. 




Geoff Ball 

Winslow 

I am married to Pam. We 
have three children Katie, 
Steve and Nikki and two 
grandsons Zak and Kiran. 
Pam is a registered childmin- 
der. I work for the British 
Red Cross caring for vulner- 
able elderly people and I am 
based at the Buckingham 
day care centre. 




Julian Bidgood 

St Ebbe, Oxford 
Born and brought up in 
North London, I worked 
briefly writing comic sketch- 
es and then was involved in 
the ministry of two church- 
es. I am married to Angela 
and we have a son, Charlie, 
who is just over a year old. 
We are looking forward to 
joining the church family at 
St Ebbe and relish the 
prospect of exploring a new 
part of the country. 




Gerry Foster 

Flackwell Heath 
I look forward to serving my 
title at Christ Church, 
Flackwell Heath. I look back 
with thanksgiving to St 
Andrew’s High Wycombe 
where Dave (my husband) is 
a vicar, to my nursing post at 
Wycombe Hospital and to 
SAOMC. Son Andi and 
daughter Naomi have been 
right behind me too. 
Thank you everyone. 




Mieke Gaynor 

Hambledon Valley 
Dutch by birth, I moved to 
England as a teenager. 
Following careers in radiog- 
raphy, local government and 
teaching, I trained at St 
John’s College, Nottingham. 
I am looking forward to 
learning and serving at the 
six churches in the 
Hambledon Valley. 

I am widowed with two 
grown up children and 
two grand-daughters. 




Valerie Gibbons 

St Mary's ,Cholsey 
I grew up in Cholsey, where 
I will serve. After reading 
law at Durham, I worked in 
London as a solicitor then 
locally as a special needs 
assistant and an church 
administrator. I married 
Anthony a local farmer in 
1978. Our children are 
Chris, twenty two, Sadie, 
twenty and Lisa, seventeen. 



Pray for them 

The new deacons were due to be ordained at Christ Church Cathedral at the end of September. Please keep them 
in your thoughts and prayers as they minister in our Diocese. For those being priested please see page 4. 




Anne Hartley 

M ilton-u-Wychwood 
I am married to Mike, a 
farmer and have two chil- 
dren, Sarah and Davi^l. I 
taught mathematics for 
many years before training 
for Ordained Local 
Ministry. The congregations 
of the benefice of Shipton 
under Wychwood have been 
a great support and I am 
looking forward to my min- 
istry with them. 




Margaret Thirlwell 

Binfield All Saints & St 
Mark 

My career brought me to 
Berkshire to teach German 
in Windsor and then before 
retirement to be a Pastoral 
Administrator. Now I am 
looking forward to serving 
and using my teaching again 
in the parish of Binfield. I 
enjoy music, reading and 
needlework and most of all, 
walking my dog. 




John Hibbard 

Stewkley with Soulbury and 
Drayton Parslow 
John and his wife Judy have 
been involved in lay ministry 
since their teens. They mar- 
ried in 1962 with John sub- 
sequently becoming a 
Diocesan Reader (LLM). 
Following a career pi the 
legal profession and early 
retirement, John finally 
realised he could no longer 
avoid the call to ordination. 




Jean Travis 

Benson 

I am looking forward to 
serving as an Ordained 
Local Minister in Benson, 
where we have lived for 30 
years. I have retired from 
medical practice manage- 
ment. My husband Neil was 
a research scientist. We have 
three married sons, and 
three grandchildren in 
America and Japan, so we 
are frequent flyers! 




Beverley Hollins 

Christ the Cornerstone 
For me, family comes first, 
especially husband Paul and 
daughters Joanna and Kate. 
Originally a business librari- 
an, I have worked in ecu- 
menism at many levels, most 
recently as Youth Officer for 
the Association of 
Interchurch Families. It will 
be a privilege to serve my 
title at Christ the 
Cornerstone. 




John Webster 

Woolhampton with Midgham 
I became an ordinand in 
Cape Town, before starting 
a new job in Reading five 
years ago. My two sons 
attend local schools, and 
my wife plays organ 
and keyboard at services. 
As a Non Stipendiary 
Minister in employment, I 
am keen to explore and 
challenge the way we live 
our faith. 




Matt Rees 

St Aldates 

Matt has been training at 
Wycliffe Hall, Oxford and 
has joined the staff team at 
St Aldates in central 
Oxford where he will be 
planting a new expression of 
church - called ‘home’ (see 
www.home-online.org) - 
that will reach out in mis- 
sion to young adults within 
Generation X. He is married 
to Pippa. 




Tony Williams 

Iver 

I trained as an engineer in 
the aircraft industry, my first 
job was helping with the 
design of of Concorde. Since 
then, I’ve been doing 
research, firstly in the devel- 
opment of Computerised 
Tomography, then innova- 
tive robotic systems. I retired 
in 1999 to work for the 
church and trained for 
Ordained Local Ministry. 




Rosemary Rycraft 

New Marston 

I was a Nurse and Midwife 
in Queen Alexandra Royal 
Army Nursing Corps, then 
Midwifery Sister. I am mar- 
ried with two grown-up chil- 
dren and have been a 
Licensed Lay Reader for six 
years. I did a BTh at 
Westminster College, 

Oxford, prior to ordination 
training. I will be attached 
to St Michael and All 
Angels, New Marston. 




Kate Wilson 

Iver 

I was born in Scotland but 
have lived in Iver, Bucks for 
22 years. I have worshipped 
in the churches of St Peter 
and St Leonard during that 
time. My call to the ministry 
happened gradually over the 
last 10 years and I am look- 
ing forward to working 
in the parish in my role 
as Ordained Local Minister. 




Juliet Straw 

Stratfield Mortimer 
I have been married to 
Michael since 1972 and 
we have four children, 
Christopher, 26, Sally, 24, 
Phillippa, 21 and Peter, 17. 
I shall serve my title in 
the Benefice of Stratfield 
Mortimer whilst continuing 
to teach Religious Studies 
part-time at Leighton Park, 
a Quaker Independent 
School in Reading. 




Derek Witchell 

Bloxham 

I am married to Debbie and 
have two children, Chris and 
Sarah. I have had my own 
architectural practice for the 
last 25 years and have been 
training part time on the St 
Albans and Oxford Ministry 
course. I am now winding 
up my practice ready to take 
up my post in the parish of 
Bloxham with Milcombe 
and South Newington. 
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Comment 



Making a difference 



I FIND goodbyes 
very difficult 
which is probably 
why I’m not not 
very good at 
them. To be hon- 
est I somehow 
convinced myself 
that editing The 
DOOR would go 
on ‘for ever’ main- 
ly because I have 
loved the job so much. 

Looking back at my first 
editorial in April 1989, 1 
detected a degree of whistling 
in the dark. People told me it 
was ‘impossible’ to produce a 
paper which would satisfy the 
vast shade card of opinion in 
our huge Diocese and that we 
would end up pleasing no-one. 

The fact that The DOOR is 
still open after 14 years sug- 
gests that we have been at 
least partially successful. I 
hope that The DOOR has 
helped to give the Diocese a 
sense of identity and that it 
has been able to bring into 
the open hitherto neglected 
subjects - old age, single- 
nesss, domestic violence, alter- 
native medicines, to name but 
a few. I hope too that our 
‘God in the Life’ of stories 
have encouraged and inspired 
your own journey of faith. 

The DOOR has, I think, 
been able to develop a per- 
sonality of its own thanks to 
the small but important 
degree of editorial indepen- 
dence entrusted to it. The fact 
that some of its editorials 
have run counter to Diocesan 
policy is to the enormous 
credit of the Diocesan Synod 
and to the Bishop of Oxford. 

But much remains to be 
done. Our website needs to 
be developed and integrated 
into the paper Our patchy 
news coverage needs to be 
improved. We need many 
more readers under 30. 

If The DOOR is to be at the 



cutting edge of our 
new Diocesan 
strategy, it needs 
not just experi- 
ence and faith 
but also youth. 
Rebecca Paveley 
has all three in 
abundance. I am 
certain that 
under her editor- 
ship The DOOR 
will go from strength to 
strength. 



October 25 is Volunteers 
Sunday with the theme of 
‘Make a Difference’. The 
DOOR’s volunteers have not 
just made a difference, they 
have literally kept The 
DOOR open. 

Our business and distribu- 
tion managers and our 
DOORPost and Book Page 
editors are volunteers. 
Editorial assistance is provid- 
ed by a volunteer and another 
volunteer packs up 300 postal 
copies each month and has 
been doing that for 14 years. 
Volunteers also organise the 
DOOR’s distribution in each 
deanery and in individual 
churches. The contribution of 
these and others over the 
years has been astonishing. 
Had they been paid for their 
work they could not have 
shown more commitment. 

As a Church we must never 
take our volunteers for grant- 
ed or think that it is enough 
that they ‘feel needed’. The 
cleaners, the flower 
arrangers, the magazine edi- 
tors, the bell ringers, the cof- 
fee makers, the pastoral team 
- let’s recognise them, encour- 
age them, and when their 
period of volunteering is over; 
let’s not forget them. 
Volunteers are not an add on 
extra. They are the unsung 
heroes who keep our church 
doors open. 

Christine Zwart 




October appointments 



The Revd Rita Ball, Associate Area Dean of Newbury, to be Rector, Wantage 
Downs; the Revd Penny Joyce, curate, St. Clements, Oxford, to be Associate 
Minister, Cogges and South Leigh, w. special responsibility for Discovery Days 
on the Madley Park Estate; Captain Mark Leadbeater, CA, seconded to the 
Communications Dept, Diocesan Church House, to be Evangelist Support 
Scheme Co-ordinator, Diocese of Sheffield; the Revd Rosalind Parrett, Vicar 
of Owlsmoor, to retire; the Revd Edward Quincey, Curate at Stapenhill with 
Cauldwell, Diocese of Derby, to be Associate Vicar, St Nicolas, Newbury; the 
Revd Bill Stewart, Vicar of Lambourn and Priest-in charge of Eastbury w. 
East Garston, to retire; the Revd Roy Turner, Curate, Bladon w. Woodstock, 
to be Team Vicar, Brize Norton & Carterton Team Ministry. 



Harvest of local produce 

Glyn Evans, Rural Officer for the Diocese of Oxford, is encouraging churches 
to make the link between their harvest festivals and British-grown food 




ALL CREATURES GREAT AND SM£LL Glyn Evans, the Oxford Diocese's Rural and Regional 
Officer, at a Rogation Sunday Service in earlier this year. Photograph by Simon Salome- Bentley 



THIS year with British Food 
Fortnight falling at the time 
most of us are celebrating 
Harvest festivals there is 
an opportunity to practice 
what we sing about celebrat- 
ing God’s creation by celebrat- 
ing local farming and local 
produce. 

Farming is still a precarious 
business. Nearly 18,000 farm- 
ers and farm workers left the 
land in 2002. This is a slower 
decline than in the previous 
two years, but still a significant 
reduction in labour. The num- 
ber of full-time workers has 
fallen from 145,000 in 1984 to 
76,000 in 2002, and full-time 
farmers from 207,000 to 164, 
000 respectively (figures are for 
England and Wales). Farm gate 
prices remain low though 
there are some improvements 
within the last few months. 

Festivals of good news 

One way for churches and 
church people to help farming 
is to support British, and better 
still, local produce. Harvest 
Festivals could be good for the 
economy, good for the farming 
community, and good for both our 
spiritual and physical well being. 

British Food Fortnight kicks 
off on 20 September, to coin- 
cide with traditional harvest 
festival celebrations. Last year’s 
inaugural event was an 
unprecedented success, with 
Terry Wogan proclaiming on 
his BBC Radio 2 Breakfast 
Show ‘I wish every fortnight 
was British Food Fortnight!’ 

The key to success is you 

The aim of the two weeks is to 
put regional specialities in the 
spotlight, with local produce 
and producers the stars. This 
year’s event kicks off with 
major food festivals 
in York, Canterbury, 
Abergavenny and Emsworth 
and is followed by events 
across the country. National 
organisations including 
VisitBritain and the National 
Trust are also putting their full 
support behind the campaign, 
but key to the fortnight’s suc- 
cess is you! 

We are encouraging church 
schools, cathedrals, village 



shops and churches in the 
Diocese and across the South 
East Region to get involved. 
Local food lunches will be 
served at a Board for Social 
Responsibility training day on 
domestic violence because it 
falls within the fortnight. As 
chairman of the Oxfordshire 
Rural Health and Well Being 
Network I have also encour- 
aged the network to serve a 
British breakfast and lunch as 
part of an important 
Conference being held on 3 
October 

Graceful day centres 

One Oxfordshire day centre 
for older people has encour- 
aged its clients to write a grace 
for local food and has asked 
me to judge the best of the 
results! And, though it falls 
outside the fortnight on 14 
October, we have also persuad- 
ed the organisers of the 
Cotswold Churches Market 
Town Conference (an initiative 
of the Bishop of Dorchester) to 
provide local Cotswold fare at 
lunchtime. Harvest Festival 
services planning to take up the 
theme of British Food have 
also been encouraged to regis- 
ter on the Arthur Rank Centre 
website page this year and 
some in the Diocese are includ- 
ed. You can still register on: 
www.thearthurankcentre.org.uk 
The Harvest Festival material 
suggests that Churches could 
make use of the theme of 
British Food Fortnight to invite 



to their service, people who 
might not normally come to 
their harvest festivals. The 
young, shop workers, 
cooks/chefs, food processors, 
retailers, and, of course, farmers. 

Imaginative use of liturgy 

Harvest is about the raw prod- 
uct to the final product. 
Identify them as such in the 
shape of the liturgy with the 
symbols of how they relate to 
food - cooking utensils, shop- 
ping trolleys, tasting opportu- 
nities as well as a procession of 
food, raw materials and fin- 
ished products. 

Make it a local harvest supper 

Why not use local food and 
drink at your harvest supper? 
Using local produce supports 
local producers; it’s good for 
the environment, for God’s cre- 
ation, because it prevents 
excessive ‘food miles’ and you 
can be sure the produce is 
fresh. Local British food meets 
stringent health, safety and ani- 
mal welfare standards. Buying 
British food also preserves dis- 
tinctive local variety 
and specialisms. 

There are several vineyards in 
Berkshire, Bucks and and 
Oxforshire. You could use 
local wine for your Harvest 
Parish Communion and then 
later for the Harvest Supper - 
the sermon can make much of 
the connection between 
Eucharist and fellowship 
meals. For items which can’t be 



sourced locally use Fair trade 
products which give maximum 
benefit to local producers in 
other countries. Worship 
should make the connection 
between what we do in church 
with what is happening in the 
world. This is an opportunity 
to make that connection. 
Harvest Festival is a matter of 
justice - justice for the local 
producer and justice for 
God’s creation. 

More information to help you 
to buy local food 

Each county in the Oxford Diocese 
has a local produce directory 
For Thames Valley Food Group infor- 
mation Buy Fresh Buy Local web site 
of Thames Valley Food Group 
www.buylocalfood.co.uk 
For Local Food Directories 
The Food Group in 
Buckinghamshire and Milton Keynes 
food directory is available from 
Elizabeth Village, Economic 
Development Officer, 
Buckinghamshire County Council, 
County Hall, Walton Street, 
Aylesbury, Buckinghamshire, H P20 
1U Y. Tel: 01296 383345 
The Chiltems Local Products Guide 
is available from Chiltems 
Conservation Board office, 8 
Summer leys Road, Princes 
Risborough, Bucks HP27 9DT 
Oxfordshire's Food Directory 
Send an A5 s.a.e. to Jacqui 
Mansfield, Oxford Brookes 
University, School of Planning, 

Gipsy Lane, Headington, Oxford 0X3 
0BP. See also the newly designed 
vreb site 

www.oxfordshirelocalfood. info 




THE ABBEY 

SUTTON COURTENAY 

An independent educational charity and retreat 
centre rooted in the Christian tradition and 
open to the wisdom of other faiths. 

Public Events 

• Thursday 9 Oct Tony Eaude: 

Children's Spirituality. 

• Monday 20 Oct Barbara Vellacott: 

God Outside the Box. 

Study group in preparation for 24th: 

• Friday 24 Oct Rt. Rev. Richard Harries: 

God Outside the Box: Why Spiritual 
People Object to Christianity. 

All events 7.30 - 9.30pm 

To book, and for details of complete 
Autumn programme of events 

01235 847401 

www.theabbey.uk.com 

Reg. charity no. 278687 



The Abbey at Sutton Courtenay 

The Abbey at Sutton Courtenay, near 
Abingdon, was established more than 
twenty years ago by a small independent 
charity as a residential community. 

Rooted in the Christian tradition and 
open to the wisdom of other faiths. 

The Abbey is a place of reflection and 
exploration. The small residential 
community hosts a busy, year-round 
schedule of courses and meetings, and 
also welcomes individuals who wish to 
come for a few days at a time on retreat. 
Over the course of this Autumn, The 
Abbey is pleased to be hosting a series of 
public events. Several evenings will focus 
on a variety of contemporary perspectives 
and issues for those concerned with the 
spiritual life. There will also be three 
residential weekends: an opportunity to 
live briefly as part of an intentional 
community; a foundation training in 
Nonviolent Communication; and a retreat 
lead by Satish Kumar, editor of 
'Resurgence' magazine. 




Monday 3rd November, 2003 

A QUIET DAY 

to be led by 

The Revd. Mary Elliott B.A., Dip. R S., 

the Lark Valley Benefice 
entitled "Authentic Holiness" 

No charge, but donations are invited to 
cover expenses 

Friday 5th December to Sunday 7th December, 2003 

AN ADVENT RETREAT 

to be led by 

The Revd. Mark Oakley, Vicar of St Paul's, Covent Garden 

and author of The Collage of God 

entitled "Pour new seas into mine eyes" [J. Donne] 

at an inclusive cost of 
£90 [Bursaries available] 

Mark Oakley will explore the poetry of Advent, the yearning 
and crying out to God which comes from our sense of 
incompleteness, but also the need to resist closure in our 
speaking and learning of God. Advent is a resonant mixture of 
the need for God but also the need for Him to keep a distance 
so that we can grow through our desire. 

Advent is the season that dances on the edges of devotion and 
dereliction. Mark's addresses will use poems, novels and 
common experiences to break open these themes - rather in 
the same way that he uses them in The Collage of God. 

Bookings by post, fax, e-mail or telephone to The Bookings 
Secretary, Hengrave Hall Bury St. Edmunds, Suffolk IP28 6LZ 

Tel.: 01284 701561 Fax: 01284 702950 
e-mail: info@hengravehallcentre.org.uk 
www.hengravehallcentre.org.uk Credit cards accepted 



music at oxford 



I Fagiolini 



" lively , imaginative , 
even anarchic... and 
a lot of fun" 

BBC Music 
Magazine 



Sat 22 Nov 
7.30pm 

Dorchester 

Abbey 



/ Fagiolini have 
brought alive the 
madrigals of 
Monteverdi to 
audiences who had 
never heard them 
and sung the music 
of South African 
townships. 



Tickets £5 - £30 
Box Office 0870 7500659 
or www.musicatoxford.com 
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Playing the game of life 



IN 1978 
Revd 
Gerrard 
muted 
Reading 
attic in the 
Waterloo offices 
of Christian Aid 
to gestate the 
embryo One 
World Week. 

The Week had 
been conceived 
by the Churches 
Committee of 
the World Development 
Movement chaired by the 
Revd John Reardon, now 
retired in Newport Pagnell. 

Twenty five years on, OWW 
is observed nations-wide 
across UK and internationally 
- a web of more than 1600 
local planners spun by a team 
of five part-time staff led by 
Helen Garforth in London 
Street, Reading. It has become 
a fixture in the week which 
includes 24 October - United 
Nations Day. OWW has 
played a major part in raising 
public awareness of the inter- 
dependence of peoples - most 
recently focussed around the 
World Trade Organisation 
summit in Cancun. 

In the first One World Week, 
300 people paid 20p to spend 
their lunch hour watching The 
Grain Drain in the goldfish 
bowl of the Royal Exchange 
Theatre, Manchester. The 
‘game’ had been devised by 
Brian Wren - now known for 
his hymns - to simulate the 
trading dynamics between the 
Haves and the Should-haves, 
demonstrating that ‘To them 
that have, more is given’. Brian 
Redhead compered the cast of 
cabinet ministers - Gerald 
Kaufman and Stan Orme, and 
civic and Church leaders. 
When asked for his reaction, 
Gerald Kaufman said the game 
illustrated the importance of 



overseas aid - 
totally missing the 
point that unfair 
trade costs the 
poor twice the 
total value of aid. 
When the game 
was later played 
in Nottingham, a 
Baptist woman 
‘starved to death’ 
for lack of grain. 
Her reaction was 
‘Animosity espe- 
cially when I was 
offered Charity!’ Aid however 
generous can never be a substi- 
tute for justice. 

Since 1978 the level of aware- 
ness has left The Grain Drain 
behind. In the Royal Exchange 
my role in the game was that of 
banker, then widely assumed 
to be a neutral figure. I had 
invited Vanessa Redgrave to 
take part. She refused: ‘The 
banks are deliberately bank- 
rupting millions in order to 
defend their own private prof- 
it.’ It was several One World 
Weeks before the role of inter- 
national bankers came into 
focus, culminating in the glob- 
al Jubilee 2000 campaign. The 
unrepayable burden of interna- 
tional debt still remains largely 
unrelieved, providing as it does 
a mechanism whereby the 
Haves control the lives and 
livelihoods of the Should- 
haves. 

Brian Redhead urged the 
Manchester audience to buy 
The Grain Drain: ‘The ideal 
Christmas present for those 
who have everything, to 
remind them they ought to 
have less!’ Prophetic words. 

Canon Christopher Hall is the former 
Coorcfnator of Christian Concern for One World 

One World Week, P0 Box 2555, Reading 
RG1 4XW.www.oneworldweek.org 

More for one World Week on page 16 




the ^fifiirNE 

Jrz WEEK 



by 

Christopher 

Hall 
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Homosexuality and the 
Kingdom 

ON Judgement day - what- 
ever and whenever that may 
be - God is not going to 
judge us by whether we 
believed homosexuality and 
the three-fold ministry to be 
incompatible, but by 
whether we loved God and 
all our fellow humans with 
the love of Christ. 

I don't like throwing scrip- 
tural texts around, but we 
would all do well to ponder 
John 8:7. 

Julian Dunn 
Great Haseley 



Usury 

IN response to Philip Moran 
THE DOOR, September) it 
would be much easier for all 
us ‘left wing atheists’ to take 
claims of Biblical authority 
far more seriously were it 
not for the fact that those 
who most vociferously 
appeal to it are themselves 
heavily involved with mort- 
gage lenders. The lending of 
money at interest is tradi- 
tionally regarded as a very 
grave sin (usury). 
Considering that it is con- 
demned some 26 times 
throughout Scripture, it 
seems odd that so many 
Bible believing Christians 
appear to have no problems 
with it. It is that selective, 
shallow and wantonly mate- 
rialistic approach to scrip- 
tural exegesis that many of 
us have profound objections 
to. If mortgage lenders pose 
no problem to church unity, 
then I do not see how a 
homosexual bishop can. 

Alan Page 
Oxford 



God’s law 

IF homosexual practices are 
not wrong in God’s eyes, 
then clergy should not be 
judged differently to others 
Legally they are permiss- 
able, but are we to assume 



that because a thing is legal, 
God approves? 

L. Malcolm Cloutt 

Cuddesdon 



Church and society 
CHURCH has a great deal to 
offer our society: a commu- 
nity ethic, a concern for the 
disadvantaged in our soci- 
ety, an active interest in all 
areas of morality. The 
Church also has a widely 
accepted authority to speak 
about God. 

People who do not agree 
with all that the Church has 
to say may nevertheless be 
interested in spiritual mat- 
ters and may be attracted to 
the person of Christ. Many 
people may also want to be 
involved with an organisa- 
tion that contributes to their 
community. The Church has 
recognised all of this, and 
parishes have taken steps to 
make their churches more 
accessible. I believe that this 
change has been positive, 
but the Church has 
remained theologically nar- 
row. I would like to ask 
whether there needs to be a 
wider acceptance of and 
respect for different theolog- 
ical positions amongst 
church members. 

In recent decades, the 
Church of England has 
gained a reputation for tol- 
erating a wide range of the- 
ological opinion among cler- 
gy, but lay people have 
remained largely unaffected 
by this. Perhaps those who 
feel discomfort at the parts 
of the church service that 
they are uncertain about or 
that they disagree with pre- 
fer to stay at home rather 
than say things that they 
don’t believe in an environ- 
ment with a strong pressure 
to conform. 

Christ taught us that every 
individual person is more 
valuable than any theologi- 
cal or political ideology. 



What can we do in church 
to reflect this better? 

William Stevens 

Wallingford 



Crime statistics 
STATISTICS covering the 
past 150 years of British 
society reveal two related U- 
curves. The first, inverted, U 
shows church and Sunday 
school attendance rising in 
the last half of the 19th cen- 
tury and peaking in 1905 
before going into steady 
decline. The second U-curve, 
this time the right way up, 
also begins in the late 
Victorian era and shows 
crime, drunkenness and ille- 
gitimacy falling to a low at 
the turn of the century and 
then steadily rising.The 
marked fall in crime as 
church attendance rose was 
noted by commentators of 
the day. 

It seems it was not people’s 
fear of arrest that kept them 
from breaking the law but 
their inner morality. Church 
attendance had promoted 
conscience, self-control and 
the belief that they were 
accountable to God for their 
actions. The lesson is surely 
that these values and beliefs 
have a timeless quality 
about them which are 
ignored at terrible cost. 
Today’s Britain is paying 
that price. 

The Revd J.Willans 
Leigh, Surrey 



Christianity marginalized 

IT amazes me to find that in 
2003 there are Christians 
who still rake through the 
long-cold embers of the 
Victorian debate about 
Genesis and the age of the 
earth. We live in a world in 
which Christian belief is 
being increasingly marginal- 
ized and ridiculed, and what 
we as Christians should do 
is engage with and 
Christianize that world, not 



retreat from it. We need to 
understand that our spiritu- 
al understanding of God’s 
Creation develops over time 
just like scientific under- 
standing itself, and was not 
freeze-dried in 4004 BC. 

And we need to show that 
taking Christ’s Gospel to 
our fellow men and women 
is incomparably more 
important than pretending 
that Genesis is a scientific 
text book. 

As a person who is profes- 
sionally concerned with 
explaining the relationship 
between Christianity and 
science to the wider public, I 
feel that the Church should 
do its best to remind people 
that being an evolutionist 
does not mean that an indi- 
vidual ‘is not a proper 
Christian’. 

Dr Allan Chapman 
Oxford 



Take care of our world 

THE world as we know it 
has always existed, but in 
what form we cannot know 
for certain. Without evolu- 
tion, God’s diary beneath 
our feet reveals much of 
what has gone before. A 
truly miraculous creation 
consisting of just 92 basic 
elements, combining in vari- 
ous combinations to present 
this Paradise that power- 
hungry mankind is rapidly 
destroying. We must accept 
it as it is and not devastate 
the Tree of Life, as recorded 
in Genesis, with the very 
unnatural genetic modifica- 
tions of existing life forms. 
We have had many warn- 
ings about interfering with 
the natural processes of 
nature. Jesus’ message and 
divine example was for 
humankind to live in har- 
mony, as best we can with 
each other and the natural 
world. 

Robert Newens 

Chalfont St. Giles 



Are you a Service or ex-Service 
family who needs help? 

If SSAFA Forces Help can help 
you, or someone you know, please 
call our confidential helpline. 

01865 748041 

2 FORCES 

*3] 

Registered Charity No. 210760 
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Suffering from Cancer: 



• Swellings • Skin Thickening 
Restlessness • Sleep Disturbance 
• Emotional Distress • Pain 



Why not try? 



Dr Vodder Manual Lymph 
Drainage (MLD) 



Marie-France Bewley 

MA (Hons), ITEC, MIIR, MIFA, MLD (UK) 



For more information, please contact: 

160 Oxford Road, Abingdon, OXON OX14 2AF 

01235555932 or OI865 558561 

www.mfbewley.org.uk 



ARCHBISHOPS EXAMINATION IN THEOLOGY 

Lambeth Diploma 

A unique opportunity to study theology on courses validated by the 
Archbishop of Canterbury 

The Lambeth Diploma of Student of Theology (S.Th) * by examination 
The Lambeth Diploma of S. Th - by thesis 
The Lambeth M.A. 

• individual tuition in theology 

• study a subject in theology, religious studies or Christian ministry 

• modest fees 

The Revd Dr Anders Bergquist, Secretary to the Archbishop’s 
Examination, St John’s House, St John’s Wood High Street, 
London NW8 7NE. Tel: 0207 7722 4378 



St John The Baptist 
with All Saints Windsor 

Organist and 
Choir Trainer 

needed 

to help develop and broaden 
worship in our two churches 
Sung Eucharist and Matins. 
Small but enthusiastic choir, two 
services each Sunday. 
RSCM rates plus fees: start ASAR 

For further information contact: 
Rev. Mary Barnes 

Tel: 01753 861757 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 20 years 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 
FREE CONSULTATION 

Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 
» Economy dentures for senior citizens 
» Delicate chrome plates 

* Comfortable soft linings 
» Evening appointments 

* For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

3!§j • Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 





• Phone for a free information pack 

DENTURES REPAIRED WHILE YOB WAIT 
For appointments phone (24 hour) 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 



t 



Diocese of Oxford 
Financial Controller 

ACA, ACCA orCIMA 
qualified accountant needed 
by the Diocese of Oxford 

Have you the ability, enthusi- 
asm and experience (preferably in the not-for- 
profit sector) to contribute to this challenging 
position? 

You will report to the Director of Finance, be 
able to deputise for him and help run a 
department of nine. Your responsibilities will 
include: 

• Developing reporting systems and 
financial controls 

• Ensuring production of timely 
management and statutory accounts 
for a number of charities and companies 

• Monitoring departmental budgets 

• Using information systems creatively 
for the wide accountability that is 
necessary in this large charity with 
income of £17 M and assets of over £200 M. 

Pay scales £33,096 - £40,059 
depending on experience 
An application form can be obtained off the 
website at www.oxford.anglican.org or from 
Sally Hopkins, Personnel Administrator, 
Diocesan Church House, North Hinksey Lane, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB Tel: 01865 208201 
Applications to the above by: 20 October 2003 
and interviews: w/c 27 October 2003 
We are committed to the promotion of equal 
opportunities for all. 













OCTOBER 

Wed 1 OXFORD ‘God & Gender’ 
8 pm House of St Gregory and St 
Macrina, 1 Canterbury Rd. 
Oxford Council of Christians 6t 
Jews. 01865 761630. 

Sat 4 BANBURY Cherwell 
Orchestra: gala performance of 
Handel’s Messiah in aid of 
Katharine House Hospice, St 
Mary’s Church. 01295 253329. 
Sat 4 COOKHAM DEAN Organ 
recital, 8pm St John the Baptist 
Church, plus anecdotes about 
organs, organists and composers. 
Tickets £8 01628 529861 or at door. 
Sat 4 KIDLINGTON Voices for 
Hospices: excerpts from Handel’s 
Israel in Egypt, in aid of Douglas 
House Hospice. Rehearsal for singers 
2pm. Singers’ tickets (in advance) £8; 
audience tickets £6 in advance or on 
door. Parish Office 01865 373230; 
email churchkid@tesco.net. 

Sun 5 Animal Welfare Sunday. 
All churches asked to pray for the 
plight of animals in this technolog- 
ical age when so much unecessary 
suffering is inflicted on them. 

Sun 5 WANTAGE Animal Blessing 
Service 3pm Church of St John 
Vianney, Charlton Rd. Bring your 
pets or a photograph to be 
blessed. 01235 868516. 

Tue 7 GLOUCESTER Annual 
Gloucester Lecture: ‘Translating 
the Bible: why Tyndale is still vital’ 
by Prof. David Daniell, Gloucester 
Cathedral 3pm. £6 (£11.50 with 
light supper) . 01285 821651. 

Thu 9 SUTTON COURTENAY 
‘Children’s Spirituality’: talk with 
Tony Eaude, 7.30pm The Abbey. 
01235 847401. 

Frl 10 GROVE Fair Trade Event 
Old Mill Hall: extensive display of 
goods and foods, 6. 30-9. 30pm; 
fashion shows 7 and 8.30pm. 
01235 772280. 



Fri 10 ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD 

Music of the British Isles (oboe 
and piano) All Saints’ Church 
Church 8pm. 0118 972 2844. 

Sat 11 OLNEY Organ Recital: 
Bach, Purcell, Widor. St Peter 6t 
St Paul Church 7.30pm. Tickets 
£8 Words Bookshop, Parkins 
Greengrocers. 

Sat 1 1 DORCHESTER ABBEY 

RSCM Annual Choirs’ Festival: 
Festival Evensong 5 pm. 0118 972 
2844. 

Sat 11 HIGH WYCOMBE Jumble 
Sale 6c Nearly New, 11am St 
Mary 6t St George’s Church, 
Rutland Ave. 01494 471545. 

Sat 1 1 AMERSHAM How to 
Get in Touch with God: Learning 
the Way’, 10am-4.30pm; bring- 
and-share lunch. Cost £30. St 
Michael’s, Sycamore Rd. 01494 
727553, philiproderick@btinter- 
net.com. 

Sat 1 1 BLOXHAM North 
Cotswold Chamber Choir: Faure 
Requiem, Howells, Macmillan. 
7.30pm St Mary’s Church. Tickets 
£8 01295 720041, email tick- 
ets@nc3.org.uk, or on door. 

Sat 11 KNOWL HILL Reaping 
and Harvesting your Creative 
Gifts’: day of workshops to 
explore visual and performance 
arts on theme ‘Harvest’ with 
Pilgrim Hearts charity. St Peter’s 
Church. Tickets £5 Parish Office 
0118 940 2300. 

Sat 11, Sun 12 BELLINGDON 

near Chesham, Flower Festival St 
John’s Church, afternoon tea 2- 
5pm in aid of Hospice of St 
Francis, Berkhamsted. 01494 
786040. 

Sun 12 PURLEY near Reading 
Signed Harvest Festival St Mary’s 
Church 3pm; bring harvest goods to 
be auctioned in aid of Deaf Africa 
Fund. Loop system, lip-speaker. 



01235 868442 (voice/text), 01235 
867402 (fax), 01865 736100 (voice 
or fax). 

Sun 12 - Frl 17 OXFORD 

‘Labyrinth’: interactive installation for 
spiritual journeys, SS Mary 6c John 
Church, Cowley Rd. Sun 2pm- 6pm, 
Mon- Fri 10am-3pm, 5pm-8pm. Part 
of Labyrinth UK tour by Youth for 
Christ. Free. 01865 793919, email 
mark@blamey.fslife.co.uk. 
(http://www. labyrinth, org.uk). 

Tue 14 LAINS BARN near 
Wantage Riding for the Disabled 
Abingdon Group Christmas Fair 
10.30am-4pm. Stalls, coffee, light 
lunches. 01367 870644. 

Thu 16 - Thu 6 Nov OXFORD 
‘Bridges, Fountains 6c Mills in 
Provence and Brittany’: exhibition 
of watercolours by Denis and 
Sylvia May, St Giles’ Church, 12 
noon-2 pm Mon-Fri; 2-5 pm Sat 
6c Sun. Free. 

Fri 17 - Sun 19 MAIDENHEAD 

‘Inside Out’ Weekend, St Luke’s 
Church, Norfolk Rd. Fri Open 
Choir Practice for all ages-sing a 
variety of choral music. Sat 
10am-4.15pm Inside Out Day: 
church open, demonstrations of 
lots of activities; refreshments. 4 
pm short worship time; 7.30 pm 
concert by church community. 
01628 631896. 

Frl 17 - Sun 19 OXFORD 

Christian Life Centre Church 
‘Winds of Change’ Conference, 
Magdalen College School. Free. 
01865 208208. 

Sat 18 CHALQROVE History of 
Chalgrove Church: illustrated talk 
on the magnificent medieval wall- 
paintings, 7.30 pm. 01865 
890442. 

Sat 18 MILTON KEYNES One 

World Craft Fair: fairly traded 
goods from around the world. 
Church of Christ the Cornerstone, 



10.30am-5pm; fashion show 3pm. 
01908 567436. 

Sat 18 IVER HEATH Apple Day at 
Home Cottage Farm, Bangors Rd 
South. Pick your own, live music, 
line dancing, dog agility, charity 
stalls, refreshments, children’s 
events, 1 lam - 4pm. 

Sat 18 COOKHAM DEAN Quiz 
Night: teams of 6, fish-and-chip 
supper. 7.30pm Cookham Dean 
School, Bigfrith Lane. Tickets 
£7.50 01628 476512 or 01628 
482637. 

Sat 18 OXFORD Moving Stories 
for One World Week, ar OCMS. 
See page 16 for details.. 

Sun 19 WOKINGHAM 15th 
Animal Blessing Service 3pm All 
Saints’ Church. All creatures and 
people welcome. Refreshments for 
all afterwards. 0118 9789782. 

Sun 19 HENLEY-on-THAMES 
Service of Thanksgiving 6c 
Blessing of Pets 8c Teddy Bears, St 
Mary’s Church 3pm. 

Sun 19 AYLESBURY Schubert on 
Sundays, St Mary’s Church 3pm. 
Tickets £7.50, Record House, 
Aylesbury, St Mary’s Office, or on 
door. 

Mon 20 SUTTON COURTENAY 

‘God Outside the Box: Why 
Spiritual People Object to 
Christianity’: study group looking at 
book by Rt Rev Richard Harries. 
The Abbey. 01235 847401. 

Tue 21 OXFORD St Frideswide 
Civic Service: Evensong to com- 
memorate patron saint of Oxford 
6pm Christ Church Cathedral. 

Tue 21 HADDENHAM Transfor- 
mations’: meeting of the Oxford 
Diocesan Renewal Fellowship. 
10am-3pm St Mary’s Church 
Centre. 01608 737223. 

Wed 22 BEACONSFIELD Ercol 
Band Concert for Christian Aid, 
with violinist, St Mary’s 6c All 



Saints’ Church 8pm. Tickets £8 at 
door or 01494 674181 or 677290. 
Fri 24 FINGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion 
10.15am. 01491 571231. 

Frl 24 SUTTON COURTENAY 
‘God Outside the Box: Why 
Spiritual People Object to 
Christianity’: talk with Rt Rev 
Richard Harries. The Abbey. 
01235 847401. 

Sat 25 OXFORD Coffee Morning 
and Bring 6c Buy Sale in aid of 
Church Mission Society. St 
Andrew’s Church, Linton Rd, 
10.30am - 12 noon Speaker: 
Jennie Justin on W. Uganda. 01865 
873184. 

Sun 26 MAIDENHEAD Piano 
recital (Beethoven, Brahms, 
Chopin) St Luke’s Church 3pm. 
Tickets £6 (inc. cream tea) at door. 
01628 631896. 

Tue 28 OXFORD ‘The Jewishness 
of St Paul’, 8pm Friends’ Meeting 
House, 43 St Giles’. Oxford 
Council of Christians 6c Jews. 
01865 761630. 

NOVEMBER 

Sat 1 HOOK NORTON Annual 
Craft Fair, St Peter’s Church 10am- 
4.30pm. High quality crafts, demon- 
strations, Christmas gifts. 01608 
737900. 

Sat 1 COOKHAM DEAN Autumn 
Fayre 10am- lpm Village Hall. All 
proceeds to Douglas House Hospice, 
Oxford, CASH and CORD (overseas 
charity working in Africa). 

Sat 1 CHIPPING NORTON 
Churches Together in Chipping 
Norton: ‘Saints’ Praise’, service of 
worship in celebration for the 
churches working together over the 
past 40 years. 7.30 pm Town Hall. 
Sun 2 OXFORD All Souls’ Day. 
‘Bring It 6c Sing It’ Faure Requiem 



(any edition), St Giles’ Church. 
Rehearsal 3.30 pm. Performance/ 
service: 6.30 pm. Admission £5 at 
door. 01865 310686. 

Sun 2 WOOLHAMPTON Sing for 
the Homeless. Rehearsal 2.30- 
4.30pm for performance of Bach’s 
Magnificat 6c Faure’s Requiem at 
Douai Abbey on 15 Nov. 01635 
862290 or 01635 200416. 

Sun 2 AMERSHAM Service of 
thanksgiving and prayer for loved 
ones who have died and those who 
remember them, 4pm St Michael’s 
Church. 01494 726 680. 

Thu 6 AMERSHAM 13th Amersham 
Millennium Lecture ‘The Universe: 
Room for God?’ Russell Stannard St 
Michael’s Church 8pm. £9(inc. 
wine/juice in interval 01494 72 6 680, 
email st-midiaels-amersham@o2xx).uk. 
Sat 8 BANBURY Organ recital 
(Kevin Bowyer) St Mary’s Church. 
7.30pm. Tickets £6 Tourist Office 
01295 253329. 

Sat 8 WOODCOTE St Leonard’s 
Fair: annual sale with wide variety 
of stalls’; home-made cakes and 
preserves especially popular. 
Village Hall 2.15pm. 

Sat 8 OXFORD Praying with our 
Bodies: Dance into Worship 
workshop 10am-5pm Parish Hall, 
Iffley. £10. Judi Tarrant, Dance 
into Worship, 106 Old Rd, 
Headington OX3 8SX. 

Tue 11 9 Wed 12 BANBURY 
Children sing for children: 17 local 
primary schools, St Mary’s Church 
7.15pm. Tickets £4 01295 270371 
or Tourist Office 01295 253329. 
Thu 13 - Sat 15 MILTON KEYNES 
Sale of fair trade craft products, 
Stantonbury Campus Gallery, 
Stantonbury: Thu 10.30am-5pm, 7- 
9pm; Fri 10am - 5pm; Sat 9am- 
4pm, 7-9pm. 

Fri 14 - Sun 16 OXFORD The 

Christian World View: Maranatha resi- 



dential event, Carmelite Priory, Boars 
Hill. 0161 748 4858, email 
office@maranathacommunity. 
freeserve.co.uk. 

Sat 15 WOOLHAMPTON Sing for 
the Homeless: sing Bach’s 
Magnificat 6c Faure’s Requiem at 
Douai Abbey, directed by Sir 
David Willcocks with professional 
orchestra and soloists. Proceeds to 
The Cardinal Hume Centre Trust. 
01635 862290 or 01635 200416. 
Sat 15 PRESTWOOD Holy Trinity 
Church Christmas Fayre 10.30 am- 
3pm. Admission 25p. Refreshments, 
Christmas gifts, candles, ceramics, 
jams 6 c pickles, cakes. 

Sat 15 CHESHAM Chess Valley 
Male Voice Choir Concert in aid of 
Children’s Society 7.30pm St Mary’s 
Church. Tickets £10 on 01494 
785713. 

Sun 16 AYLESBURY Schubert on 
Sundays, St Mary’s Church 3pm. 
Tickets £7.50, Record House, 
Aylesbury, St Mary’s Office, or on door. 
Sat 22 ROTHERFIELD PEPPARD 
Cantus Orielensis: Music for St 
Cecilia’s-tide 8pm All Saints’ 
Church. 0118 978 9782. 

Tue 25 OXFORD ‘The Jewish 
View of Bach’, 8pm Friends’ 
Meeting House, 43 St Giles’. 
Oxford Council of Christians 6c 
Jews. 01865 761630. 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 
Sundays 8am Holy 
Communion; 10am Matins 
and Sermon; 11.15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays 7.15am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 
1.05pm Holy Communion; 
on Wednesdays only 6pm 
Choral Evensong; 6pm Sung 
Eucharist on Thursdays or 
Saints’ Days. 



Notices 



Cassock for sale 

Female cassock, grey, size 12, length 
140cm. Wippel-made, excellent con- 
dition, £50. Eileen Brown, 01869 
246941. 

Room available 

Room available in Chesham for 
non-smoker. 

B. Buries , 01494 786040. 

Breaks away in South Downs 

Holiday home to rent to clergy and 
church members : Willingdon near 
Eastbourne, East Sussex. Sleeps up 
to 6 (3 bedrooms); non-smokers; 
regret no pets. 1 Oct - 31 March 
£200 per week, 1 April - 30 Sept 
£250, last-minute winter bookings 
£100 (inc. gas/electricity). Bookings 
for next summer from 1 October. 
Mrs Vicky Beattie ., 64 Wish Hill. 
Willingdon, Eastbourne, East 
Sussex BN20 9 HA, tel. 01323 
S 04 87 8, email 

vicky@peattie 1 4S.freeserve. co. uk 

Age Concern Local Links 

Age Concern Oxfordshire needs 
suitable people to be trained as 
Local Links in their parish, commu- 
nity, group or club, between older 
people who want help and the full 
range of services available from dif- 
ferent agencies. 

Penny Thewlis, Age Concern 
Oxfordshire City & County, St 
Edmund House, 39 West St Helen 
St, Abingdon, OX14 SBW, tel. 
01235 849400. 

BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 
104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6 - 9am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 




The DOORPost is a supplement to 
The DOOR and is published by 
Oxford Diocesan Publications Ltd. 



The DOOR is published ten 
times a year (not August 
or January) and is distributed 



free of charge to churches in 
Berkshire, Buckinghamshire 
and Oxfordshire. 



Editorial address: The DOOR, 
Church House, North Hinksey, 
Oxford 0X2 0NB. 



Telephone: 01865 208227 
Fax: 01865 790470 



Email: 

door@oxford.anglican.org 









Courses and events 



Diocese of Oxford 
30 October Taster session for 
‘123 Alive’: new training pro- 
gramme for those working with 
3s- 1 Is in churches. Wash 
Common Church Annexe, 
Newbury. Free. 

8 November Mission in the 
Workplace All Saints church, 

Ded worth, 10am - 3pm. Cost £15. 
Valerie Hooley , STEM , Diocesan 
Church House; tel. 01 865 
208257; email valerie.hooley 
@oxford.anglican. org 
Juliet Ralph , STEM , Diocesan 
Church House; tel. 01865 208282; 
email juliet.ralph@oxford. 
anglican.org 

Diocese of Oxford Rolling 
Training Programme: 
Journeying In Faith 8 
Prayer 

for OLM and LLM candidates 
and others interested 

Tuesdays 4 November - 

2 December Winslow Centre, 
Winslow 

Wednesdays 5 November - 

3 December Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford 
Thursdays 6 November - 

4 December St Peter’s 
Church, Bradfield South End, 
Reading 

Thursdays 6 November - 
27 November & 1 1 
December Wroxton Primary 
School, near Banbury 
7.15 -9.30pm. Cost £15. 
Queries: Revd Phillip Tovey; tel. 
018965 863657; email 
phillip.tovey@virgin.net . 
Bookings: Juliet Ralph , STEM, 
Diocesan Church House; tel. 
01865 208282; email 
juliet. ralph@oxford.anglican. org 



Church Action on 
Domestic Abuse 

1 October 

Training day to equip laity 
and clergy to respond sensitive- 
ly and effectively to domestic 
abuse. It will include an overview 
of abuse, and workshops on vic- 
tims and refuges, legal issues and 
theological dimensions. 

Diocesan Church House, 10am - 
3.30pm (coffee 6c registration 
from 9.30am); lunch, tea coffee 
6c soft drinks provided. No 
charge. Run by Domestic Abuse 
Working Group of Diocesan BSR 
Kate Hodgson, BSR, Diocesan 
Church House; tel. 01 865 
208214; email kate.hodgson 
@oxford.anglican. org 

Church Mission Society 
Annual Sermon 
Global Society: a New Challenge 
for Mission Dr Vinoth 
Ramachandra (Sri Lanka) 

13 October Crowther Hall, 
Birmingham, 6.45 for 7 pm 
1 7 October All Souls’ Church, 
Langham Place, London, 6.45 
for 7pm. 

John Martin , tel. 020 7928 8681. 

Child Protection Training 
1 6 October Christ Church, 
Flackwell Heath 

25 November Diocesan 
Church House 

Designed for volunteer youth ' 
and children’s workers to 
increase confidence and develop 
understanding of child protec- 
tion. 7.30 - 9.30pm. Cost £3. 
Limited to 40 places. 

Book (by 8 Oct): Child Protec- 
tion Training, STEM Board, 
Diocesan Church House. 



Preparing Couples for 
Marriage 

18 October 

To equip both lay people and 
clergy who want to run effective 
marriage preparation courses in 
their parishes; it identifies the 
range of material available to 
enable participants to tailor-make 
their own local course. A major 
annual training event by FLAME. 
Diocesan Church House, 

10am - 4pm (please bring your 
lunch). Cost £10. 

Kate Hodgson, BSR, Diocesan 
Church House; tel. 01865 
208213; email kate.hodgson 
@oxf ord.anglican.org. 

Christians in the World 
1 October Church Schools in a 
Pluralist Society 

8 October Christians in Sport 
15 October Cloning! Is it all 
Sinister? 

23 October Should Christians be 
involved in Politics? 

29 October Christians in a Media- 
saturated Society 
Blewbury Primary School, West- 
brook Street, Blewbury, 8 - 9.30pm; 
refreshments from 7.30pm. Cost £3 
per session/ £12 per series, at door or 
in advance. Run by United Benefice 
of Blewbury, Hagboume & Upton. 
Jenny Loder, tel 01235 510199; 
email jjloder@loydroad. 
freeserve.co.uk. 

Ready to Serve? 

8 November 

Vocations Breakfast: explore 
your vocation to different forms 
of lay or ordained ministry 
8.30am - 12.30pm Fitzwilliams 
Centre, Windsor End, 
Beaconsfield Old Town. Cost £3. 
Hilary Unwin, 01494 725228, 
email unwin@gn.apc.org. 



Milton Keynes Christian 
Training Programme 
15 October (3 weeks) The 
Teaching of Jesus Bradwell Chapel, 
Loughton Rd, Bradwell, 7.45 - 
9.45 pm. Cost £5.50. 

18 October Luke from the 
Lectionary St Laurence Room, 
Market Square, Winslow, 10am - 
lpm. Cost £12. 

8 November ‘What are they say- 
ing about Jesus?’ (popular books 
and scholars) Freeman Memorial 
Methodist Church, Buckingham 
Rd, Bletchley, 10am - 12 noon. 
Cost £5.50. 

12 November (3 weeks) 
Exploring the Bible St Mary’s 
church, Haversham. Cost £5.50. 
Bookings and full programme: 
Milton Keynes Christian Training 
Course, Bradwell Chapel, 
Loughton Rd, Bradwell, Milton 
Keynes MK13 9AA; tel. 01908 
605892; email 
mktraining@aol. com. 

Cottealoe Christian 
Training Programme 
1 1 October An Introduction to 
the Eucharist All Saints’ Church, 
Wing, 10am - 12 noon. Cost £12. 
23 October Storytelling the 
Gospel St Laurence Room, 
Winslow, 8pm. Cost £7. 
Programme & bookings CCTP, 
Church Cottage, Waterloo Rd, 
Linslade, Leighton Buzzard LU7 
2NR; tel. 01525 375109; email 
cottesloe@fish.co.uk. 

A Vision of Wholeness 
8 November 

SPI-DIR Day Conference: 
Insights for spiritual direction 
ministry from psychosynthesis 
Diocesan Church House, 
Oxford 10.30am - 4pm (bring 
lunch). Cost £10. 

Sheila Townsend, SPI-DIR, r 
Church House, tel. 01865 
208277. 



Federation of Christian Caring 8 Counselling (FOCUS) 

15 November Psychodynamic 6c cognitive behavioural coun- 
selling and Christian faith Diocesan Church House 9.30am - 3pm. 
£15 members, £20 non-members. More details to follow. 



Prayer Diary 



r 

‘You did not choose me, no 1 chose you; 
and I commissioned you to go out and 
to bear fruit, fruit that will last; and then 
the Father will give you anything you 
ask in my name. What I command you 
is to love one another.' John 15:16 

Let us pray to God our Father for: 

Wednesday 1st Abingdon Deanery. 
Healing of hurts caused by the appoint- 
ment and withdrawal of Jeffrey John as 
Bishop of Reading; deanery synod as it 
pursues initiatives in encouraging person- 
al spirituality, in making church buildings 
more accessible to the community and 
exercising mission and ministry to those 
on the fringe; standing committee as it 
formulates proposals for revising the pro- 
cedure for allocating parish share. Area 
dean - John Cooper; synod lay chairman 
- Joanna Birkett; deaf chaplain - Ben 
Whitaker. 

Thursday 2nd Abingdon Team 
Ministry: clergy - Michael Goode. St 
Helen; clergy - Timothy Hewes. St Michael 
and All Angels; clergy - Peter Doll, Joe 
Kennedy. St Nicolas: clergy - Peter Doll; 
licensed lay minister - Tony Richmond. 
Christ Church: clergy - Tim Davis, Peter 
Walker, Andrew Atherstone; licensed lay 
minister - Barry Taylor. Christ Church on 
Long Furlong: clergy - Danny Wignall; 
licensed lay minister - David Lever, Derek 
Walker, Colin Wood. Peachcroft Christian 
Centre: clergy -Stephen Godfrey; licensed 
lay minister - Ian Kemp. Shippon St Mary 
Magdalene: clergy - Christopher Seaman, 
Pauline Seaman. 

Friday 3rd Appleton St Laurence: clergy - 
Bob Penman, Hilary Watkins. Besselsleigh 
St Lawrence: clergy - Bob Penman. 

Saturday 4th Francis of Assisi. 

Cumnor St Michael, Farmoor St Mary, 
Dean Court St Andrew: clergy - Clive 
Gardner, Barbara Webb, David Wenham; 
licensed lay ministers - Brian Dent, Eve 
Lockett, Terry Sharp; full-time youth work- 
er - Helene Schwier. 

SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY 

Sunday 5th Dedication Festival. 
Monday 6th Wootton and Dry 



Sandford: clergy - John Cooper. 
Tuesday 7th Fyfield with Tubney and 
Kingston Bagpuize: clergy - Keith Triplow. 
Kennington St Swithurt dagy - Terry Smith, 
Tony Johnson. 

WecfriesdEy 8lh Martham All Saints: der- 
gy - Eddie Shirras; pastoral assistant - Pamela 
Shirras. Radley with Sunningwell: clergy - 
Tom Gibbons. Steventon with Milton (Group 
Ministry with Sutton Gourtmay w. Appleford 
and Drayton): dogy - Colin Patching; licensed 
lay minister -Jack Jams, Tim Budd. 
Thursday 9th Those to be consecrated 
bishop in Westminster Abbey today, 
especially Alan Wilson to be Bishop of 
Buckingham. 

Friday 10th Sutton Courtenay with 
Appleford (Group Ministry with 
Drayton and Steventon with Milton): 
clergy - Helen Kendrick; licensed lay 
minister - Katie Jones. 

Saturday 11th Drayton St Peter 
(Group Ministry with Sutton Courtenay 
with Appleford and Steventon with 
Milton): clergy - Dorothy Derrick; 
licensed lay minister - Peter Barton. 

SEVENTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
TRINITY Sunday 12th Hospital 
chaplains: Julie Cartwright, D. Jones, G. 
Harrison, D. Nash, Stephen Bushell, Gill 
Barker, J. Chard, P. Smith, T. Wait, N. 
Gandy, D. Pritchard, Lee Rayfield, 
Carole Hough, Tim Clapton, Peggy 
Faithfull, Steven Barnes, Ian Hunt, B. 
Dagnall, M. Smith, F. Stevenson, E. 
Johnson, O. Howell, J. Cocke, Nick 
Fennemore, A. McGowan, S. Bullock, 
Victoria Slater, Linda Smillie, Michael 
Sserunkuma, Judy Davies, Ian Adams, 
Lydia Cook, A. Petit, J. Salter, C. Evans, 
Paul Deeming, R. Cheek, Derek Nuttall, 
Roger Stillman, George Repath, Ian 
Hunt, R. Woodhams. 

Monday 13th Aston and Cuddesdon 
Deanery. Rural communities seeking to 
fulfil the principles of Sharing Life. New 
ministries - Nick Stuart-Lee Team Rector 
designate, Thame Team, James Watson 
Team Rector designate, Wheatley Team, 
Sandra Millar Team Vicar designate, 
Berinsfield with Drayton St Leonard. Area 
dean - Andrew Hawken; synod lay chair- 



man - P. Knatchbull-Hugessen. 
Churchwardens during the vacancies at 
Albury St Helen, Holton St 
Bartholomew (Local Ecumenical 
Partnership), Waterperry St Mary the 
Virgin, Waterstock St Leonard. 
Tuesday 14th Thame Valley Team 
Ministry: clergy - Simon Brignall, Ian 
Mountford, Janet Hulett, Keith Weston, 
Simon Baynes, John Fieldsend; full-time 
youth worker - Kev Clark. Thame St 
Mary the Virgin: clergy - Ian Adams, 
Derek Witchell; licensed lay minister - 
Caroline Baynes, Caroline McKeown, 
Paul Brigham, Geoffrey Rushman. 
Wednesday 15th Thame Barley Hill: 
clergy - Ian Mountford. Towersey St 
Catherine: clergy - Ian Mountford; 
licensed lay minister - Norman Lilley. 
Tetsworth St Giles, Adwell, South 
Weston St Laurence, Lewknor St 
Margaret, Stoke Talmage St Mary 
Magdalen, Wheatfield St Andrew: clergy 
- Simon Brignall. 

Thursday 16th Garsington St Mary, 
Horspath St Giles: clergy - Richard 
Cowles. Benson St Helen: clergy - 
Andrew Hawken; licensed lay minister - 
J. English. 

Friday 17th Chalgrove with Berrick 
Salome: clergy - Ian Cohen; licensed lay 
minister - Robert Heath- Whyte. 
Saturday 18th Luke the Evangelist 

All engaged in the healing of body, mind 
and spirit, as medical practitioners and in 
prayer. Diocesan Adviser in Christian 
Healing - Hugh Kent. Holton St 
Bartholomew (Local Ecumenical 
Partnership): licensed lay ministers - 
Richard Bainbridge, Marian Brown. 
Wheatley St Mary the Virgin (LEP): cler- 
gy - James Watson, Caroline King, 
Mark Williams; licensed lay minister - 
Margaret Rosenthal. 

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER 
IRNTY 

Sunday 19th One Worid Week. 
Mon da y 20th Chinnor with Emmington 
and Sydenham, Aston Rowant with 
Crowell: clergy - Mike Lange-Smith, 
Joan Deval, Serena Hutton; licensed lay 
minister - Maurice Barkes, David 
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Bartlett, David Higgott, Dennis Porter. 
Tuesday 21st Dorchester Team 
Ministry: clergy - John Crowe, Myles 
Godfrey: licensed lay minister - David 
Clifford, Anthony Harman. 

Wednesday 22nd Clifton Hampden 
St Michael and All Angels, Culham St 
Paul, Long Wittenham St Mary the 
Virgin with Little Wittenham St Peter: 
clergy - Edward Tildesley, David Winter. 
Thursday 23rd Marsh Baldon St Peter 
and Toot Baldon St Lawrence with 
Nuneham Courtenay: clergy - Marcus 
Braybrooke. Newington St Giles, 
Stadhampton with Chiselhampton St John 
the Baptist, Warbrorough St Laurence: cler- 
gy - Sue Booys; licensed lay minister - 
Roger Cutts, Brian Newey. 

Friday 24th Wheatley Team Ministry: 
clergy - James Watson, Angela Butler, John 
Edmonds-Seal. 

Saturday 25th Assumption BVM. 

Beckley: clergy - William Brierley: 
licensed lay minister - R Dawber. 
Forest Hill St Nicolas: clergy - 
William Brierley; licensed lay minister 
- John Ingram 

NINETEENTH (LAST) SUNDAY 
AFTER TRINITY 
Sunday 26th Bible Sunday 
Monday 27th Horton-cum-Studley 
St Barnabas: clergy - William Brierley. 
Stanton St John, St John the Baptist: cler- 
gy - William Brierly, Brenda Knight. 
Tuesday 28th Simon and Jude. 
Cuddesdon All Saints: clergy - Richard 
Cowles, Mark Chapman. Garsington St 
Mary, Horspath St Giles: clergy - 
Richard Cowles. 

Wednesday 29th Ewelme, Brightwell 
Baldwin and Cuxham with Easington: 
clergy - Martin Gamer; licensed lay minis- 
ter -John Burbridge, George Cannon. 
Thursday 30th Great Milton with 
Little Milton and Great Haseley: clergy 
-Victor Story. 

Friday 31st Icknield, Britwell Salome St 
Nicholas, Pyrton St Mary and Shirbum All 
Saints, Swyncombe St Botolph: clergy - 
Christopher Evans, Angie Paterson; 
licensed lay minister, Watlington St 
Leonard - N McLeish. 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 




CHRISTMAS MARKETS 

GERMANY: Visit Trier Cathedral and a selection of 
Christmas markets between 10-13 December 2003. 
Organised by the Church of St James-without-the-Priory 
Gate, Southwick, and The Rowans Hospice. Cost: £185 
per person, includes a donation to the hospice. 

Coach departures from Purbrook, Southwick Church and 
Portsmouth Fratton rail station. Booking forms available 
by sending a sae to: 

Hospice Travel Organiser (German BF), Orchard Cottage, 
34 West Street, Southwick P017 6EA. 

07940 805431 . 023-9237 7568 or 023-9287 0650 or 
email: rowanstravel@yahoo.co.uk 



National 
'Fruit Specialists 

Over 300 apple varieties 
on M26 8ft, and (many on M27 4ft) 
Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, 
Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach 
and so much more! 

Lots of NEW Special Offers 

FREE SPECIALIST CATALOGUE AVAILABLE 

DEACONS NURSERY (CP) 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24 hrs) 

Tel. 01983 522243 Fax. 01983 523575 

Email: deacons. nursery@ 
btopenworld 
.com 





Word for Life Trust 

The House of Bread, Ross Road, Christchurch, 
(Forest of Dean), Nr. Coleford, Glos 

3 October, Quiet Day, 10am - 4pm 

"Strong Humility" 

4 October, Teaching Day 10am - 4pm 

"Overcoming Eating Disorders" 

11 October, Ministry & Teaching Day 
10am - 4pm "Ministries to Families" 

17-19 October, Healing Retreat 
"The Lord my Protector" 

25 October, Teaching Day 10am - 4pm 
"Reaching in to Reach Out" 

Allowing God to reach into us so we may 
become better witnesses. 

7 November, Quiet Day 10am - 4pm 
"Kindness" 

8 fit 9 November, Saturday 10am - Sunday 4pm 
Weekend Course - "Part 1 of Prayer Ministry 8 
Christian Counselling Skills (Level 1) 

Prayer Ministry Days - every Wednesday 
with teaching, worship and personal prayer 
Quiet days - first Friday of each month 
Time and space to listen to Cod 

For further details please telephone the 
Word for Life Trust office on: 

01594 837744 or Email: courses@wflt.org 



If We Go Into Care 
Our Home Will 
Automatically Go To 
Our Children - Right? 




69,000 Homes were taken last year to pay for 
long term care. If you act early, you can save 
yours. Simply and cost effectively'. 

For a free info pack call today, NUS 

quote reference number 781 1 National Wi Service 

0800 388 8364 

The National Specialists for: 

Wills ♦ Enduring Power of Attorney • Executor Help • 
Advanced Directive • Coiiveyanditg* Document Storage 



Don’t Lose Your Home 

Funding Long Term Care Costs 

Most people know of someone who has spent large amounts of 
their capital and income on meeting care costs in later life. We are 
fully aware that Government policy for meeting older peoples care 
needs prohibits wealth cascading down through the generations. 
Coupled with this most of us realise that we have reached an era 
when the average age of the population is increasing. This not only 
means that there will be a larger number of retired people, but 
there will also be a smaller number of people working to pay for 
welfare benefits. 

It Is no coincidence therefore that the Community Care Act allows 
only those with the least resources to receive care provided by the 
state. Even if you qualify for Local Authority assistance your choice 
of care will be limited to the extent that their budget dictate. 

Many people are unaware that by owning their home jointly they 
are vulnerable to the whole home being secured to fund long-term 
care as both/all owners own 100% of the property. Specialist Legal 
Services Company National Legal Services change many of their 
clients properties to Tenants in Common (each owning 50%) and 
plan how a Protective Property Trust can be used. This allows each 
party to say where their respective half goes on death and prevents 
the home from being included on the Means Test, which says that 
if you have more than £12,000 including your property then you 
have to pay for your own care. 

For further information on this and related concerns telephone 
0800 328 2364 and quote REF 7811 ask for information on this 
subject and other related issues including Wills, Powers of 
Attorney and Inheritance Tax Planning. 




Christian Music Ministries 

WILDFIRE 

- the story of Stephen 

The latest exciting musical by 

Tour 3 - Autumn 2003 

31 Oct, 7.30pm CANNOCK Leisure Centre 
01 Nov, 4 A 7.30pm MACCLESFIELD Fallibrome Hall 

07 Nov, 8.00pm DERBY Assembly Rooms 

08 Nov, 5 A 8.00pm WIMBORNE Layard Theatre 

09 Nov, 7.30pm BRISTOL Colston Hall 

12 Nov, 7.30pm SALISBURY City Hall 

13 Nov, 7.30pm MINEHEAD Regal Theatre 

14 Nov, 7.30pm BIDEFORD Edge Hill College 

15 Nov, 7.30pm PLYMOUTH Central Hall 

16 Nov, 8.00pm WEYMOUTH Pavilion 

17 Nov, 7.30pm GLOUCESTER Leisure Centre 



Don't miss WILDFIRE at the magnificent 
Birmingham Symphony Hall, with Massed Choirs 

Saturday 22 November 7.30 



Tour sponsored by EBRG (Charity Commission No. 516643) 
UCB, The Christian Herald and The Methodist Recorder 



% 



Christian Music Ministries 

325 Bromford Road, Hodge Hill, Birmingham B36 8ET 
Tel: 0121 783 3291 Fax: 0121 785 0500 
Email: office@cmm.org.uk Web: www.cmm.org.uk 



New Roger Jones Musical - WILDFIRE! 

It was the smash-hit musical Jesus Christ Superstar that inspired music teacher 
Roger Jones to write his own musical based on the first Easter for a concert at 
his inner-city comprehensive school in Birmingham. 

Now 30 years later, and with another 1 6 musicals under his belt, he is coming to the 
South West this Autumn with his latest production, WILDFIRE. 

That first musical "Jerusalem Joy", was so successful it was published and broadcast 
on radio and TV. Soon there was a demand for more of the same. He produced 
"Stargazers" (the story of the Wise Men), "Apostle" (the conversion of St Paul) 
and "David" (who killed Goliath with a single stone). 

Prolific 

His output became so prolific that nearly 20 years ago he left teaching after 16 years 
at Aston Manor School, and set up his own company, Christian Music Ministries. In 
recent years his musicals have tackled more demanding subjects, such as the life of 
Mary Magdalene and the Book of Revelation. 

Local choirs 

Each time a new musical comes out he takes it on a nationwide tour with a team of 
actors, singers, dancers and musicians, but he always uses local choirs specially 
recruited for the purpose. 

Martyr 

So what prompted him to write his new musical WILDFIRE, the Story of Stephen, the 
first Christian martyr? 

"In these awful days of suicide bombers," he says, "I think we need to go back to the 
Bible and see that, yes, Stephen did lay down his life as a a martyr, but he did it for 
love; he didn't take anyone else with him, and he did it with a vision of Jesus. That's 
what inspired his faith to stand up against the religious establishment of his day." 

Drama 

He explains that in the musical the songs are interspersed with drama. 

"Although it doesn't say so in the Bible, we have given Stephen a wife, a mother-in- 
law and a daughter, so we've got lots of soprano and alto singers taking part. There's 
Stephen's big argument with Paul - or Saul, as he was known - who was there 
holding the coats at his stoning. "But we then progress the musical into a 'heaven' 
scene at the end. Paul has become a believer and Stephen is in heaven and they are 
reunited on stage." 

Fresh vision 

Some 4,000 choir members around the UK have been learning WILDFIRE, drawn from 
many different Christian denominations. Roger says that one of his greatest thrills is 
to see ordinary people getting fresh vision and excitement from singing the story, and 
then see it catching on - like wildfire - in the audience. Information about the 
WILDFIRE Tour 3 can be obtained from Christian Music Ministries. Tel: 0121 783 3291 
Email: office@cmm.org.uk Web: www.cmm.org.uk 



Restcore 

The Old Vicarage, Stockland, 
Bridgwater, Somerset TA5 2PZ 

Core Homes of Distinction 

www.restcare.co.uk 
Stockland b Burnham on Sea 

For a brochure b further information 

Tel: 01278-652352 
Fax: 01278-652185 

Email: enquiries@restcare.co.uk 



NEW AUTHORS 

PUBLISH YOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 



FICTION, NON FICTION, 
MEMOIRS, BIOGRAPHY, 
HISTORIC, 

POETRY, CHILDRENS, 
RELIGIOUS, SPIRITUAL 

WRITE OR SEND YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN’S HOUSE, 2 HOLLY ROAD, 
TWICKENHAM TW1 4EG. U.K. 
E-mail: athenabook@aol.com 
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World Church 






Young theologians look for reconciliation in Jerusalem 



Andreas Loewe, a curate from Slough, reports on his recent visit to the Holy Land with a group of young 
theologians. Their aim was to develop real and searching dialogue between Christians, Jews and Muslims 





HISTORIC MEETING The Anglican Bishop of Jerusalem, The Rt 
Rev Riah abu el Assal, in conversation with President Arafat at his 
Ramallah Compound. The Bishop led a group of young Christian 
theologians (pictured left) to discuss the plight of faith communi- 
ies in Israel and the West Bank. Pictures: David Sparrow 



MORE than 30 young 
Christian theologians, among 
them ten clergy, theological 
students, and lay leaders from 
the Diocese of Oxford, met in 
Jerusalem in September to 
explore avenues of dialogue 
between Christians, Muslims 
and Jews. 

The conference, held under 
the patronage of the Anglican 
Bishop in Jerusalem in co-oper- 
ation with the East Jerusalem 
YMCA and the Diocesan 
Continual Ministerial 

Education Programme, attract- 
ed young theologians from 
Australia, Europe, the United 
States, South Africa, Malawi, 
and Palestine. The programme 
was prepared by the 
Ecumenical Forum for Young 
Theologians, a ministry of the 
Diocese of Jerusalem that 
brings together Christians 
from the world-wide family of 
Churches to explore the chal- 
lenges to today through dia- 
logue at a grassroots level. 

Palestinian Christians 

Participants were able to meet 
not only Christian Church 
leaders - among them the 
Latin and Armenian- 
Orthodox Patriarchs of 
Jerusalem and the Lutheran, 
Maronite, and Syrian- 
Orthodox Bishops in 



Jerusalem - but also members 
of the beleaguered Palestinian 
Christian community in 
Jerusalem, Bethlehem, Beit 
Sahour, Bir Zeit, Ramallah, 
Nablus and Jericho. 

A welcome in Jordan 

During a short visit to Jordan 
they were received in Aqaba by 
Her Royal Highness Princess 
Basma of Jordan as guests of 
His Excellency Mr Akel Biltaji, 
Special Commissioner for the 
Aqaba Zone. Princess Basma 
paid tribute to those who had 
travelled from afar and, an 
observant Muslim herself, reit- 
erated the need for searching 
dialogue between the three 
Abrahamic faiths. 

The key movers behind the 
programme were the Anglican 
Bishop in Jerusalem, The Rt 



Revd Riah abu el Assal, and 
Judeh Majaj, General 
Secretary of the East Jerusalem 
YMCA. Bishop Riah called on 
all people of faith to take seri- 
ously the ministry of peace and 
reconciliation. YMCA 

Secretary General Majaj 
encouraged those attending to 
lead by their own example. 

The Revd Dr Andreas Loewe, 
curate of Upton-cum-Chalvey 
(Slough) and leader of the 
Oxford delegation, explained: 
‘One of the central aims of the 
programme was to expose par- 
ticipants to the practicalities of 
dialogue between the three 
Abrahamic faiths. We were 
overwhelmed by the welcome 
of the local Christian communi- 
ty, and the depth of encounter 
with Muslims and Jews’. 

During their time in the Holy 



Land, the theologians met local 
Muslim leaders in a reconcilia- 
tion project that brings together 
Christians, Druze, Jews and 
Muslims in the Galilee, and were 
received by Sheikh Mohammed 
Hussein, the guardian of the 
Dome of the Rock in Jerusalem. 
They engaged in Biblical exege- 
sis at an orthodox synagogue in 
West Jerusalem and visited the 
Holocaust Memorial Yad 
Vashem, and a Reform 
Synagogue. 

It became increasingly clear 
that the political dimension 
that stands at the heart of the 
conflict between Israelis and 



Palestinians also underpins the 
practical dialogue between 
Christians, Muslims and Jews. 
Participants visited Israeli set- 
tlements in the Occupied 
Territories, met with settlers, 
and observed the building of 
the nine metre high separation 
wall that separates the 
Occupied Territories from 
Israel. Only days after the 
Israeli cabinet decision to expel 
Palestinian President Arafat 
from Ramallah, they were 
given a first-hand experience of 
the tension in the city when 
passing through the chanting 
crowds that had gathered as a 



human shield in order to meet 
the president in the ruins of his 
compound. Bishop Riah, who 
led the visit, commented: ‘We 
were made very welcome by 
someone who is unwelcome to 
the Israelis, at a time when 
people sought his expulsion. 
But lasting peace can’t be 
brought about by expelling 
people, only by the end of the 
occupation and a commitment 
to United Nations resolutions’. 

Healing God’s world 

The programme provoked 
profound reactions from the 
visitors to the Holy Land. 
Canon Julia Butterworth, a 
participant from Canterbury 
Diocese reflected, ‘I keep turn- 
ing over the words of a Sufi 
Sheikh whom we met in his 
home on the Via Dolorosa: 
‘Jerusalem is the heart of the 
world. If the heart is sick, the 
wb t ole world will feel it.’ This 
leads for me to ongoing reflec- 
tion on the coming together in 
prayer of the three religions 
who look to Jerusalem, and 
our political and social action 
to heal God’s world’. 



More information about the 
work of the Ecumenical Forum 
for Young Theologians is at: 
www.jerusalem-news.org.uk. 




Even more insurance 
you can believe in 





Motor 




Wedding 




Travel 



ECCLESIASTICAL 

INSURANCE YOU CAN BELIEVE IN 

Head Office: Beaufort House, Brunswick Road, Gloucester GL1 1JZ 
Telephone Number: 01452 384848 Web address: www.ecclesiastical.co.uk 
e-mail: ecclesiastical@eigmail.com 
A member of the General Insurance Standards Council. 



MAYBE IT’S NEWS TO YOU 



CHURCH TIMES 

No. 733( tONOON 17 JUNE 1003 www.churrhtimo3.CO.uk 80p 



Dr Williams commands the storm 

gay debate rocks the boat 




INSIDE whiter than white? Interfaith interface 



. . . the 
Church Times 
is the 

best-selling 
independent 
Christian 
paper in 
the UK 



For a FREE copy, simply clip the coupon, phone 01502 71 I 171, 
or e-mail subs@churchtimes.co.uk 

www.churchtimes.co.uk 

Send to Church Times, Freepost LON 6705, London N I OBR 



Please send me my FREE sample copy of the Church Times. 



Name. 



Address. 



E-mail . 



..Postcode . 
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Advertising 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 




ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and MA, FRCO 
is available to deputise in Oxfordshire, 
at short notice, including weddings and 
funerals. Wide experience : reasonable fee 

Tel: Woodstock (01993) 813933 



Make music with our U.K. made 

BELLEPLATES® 

Affordable alternative to handbells 
for groups of all ages and abilities. 

12 notes £299, 25 notes £509, 37 notes £870 
- including VAT and cases. We also sell 

HANDBELLS, HANDCHIMES and MUSIC. 

BELLEPLATES LTD. 

57 Orchard Way, Ashford, Middlesex 
TW1 5 3 AU Tel/ Fax: 01 784 255961 
www.belleplates.com 



Energy Efficiency Products for Heating Systems 



Rising fuel costs coupled with a growing 
concern about ecological issues have 
produced a growing interest among PCCs and 
other ecclesiastical authorities on the need to 
reduce consumption of fossil fuels. 

An inexpensive solution is at hand from one 
of the fastest growing privately owned 
companies in the UK, Ecoflow pic. The 
company manufactures a range of of fuel 
conditioners based upon the principle of 
magnethydrodynamics - basically causing 
more of the available fuel to be converted 
into energy and less to go to waste. Their 



units for heating systems offer savings 
between 10% and 20% for oil and gas-fired 
systems (in excess of 30% or LPG systems) 
and have been used both domestically and 
commercially. 

Many well-known institutions are using the 
products including The Palace of Westminster, 
Westminster Abbey, The Royal Bank of 
Scotland, UCI Cinemas, Devonport Dockyard, 
Stakis Hotels Group, Kew Gardens, and a 
number of local authorities. 

Tony Price of Roseudgeon Enterprises has 
been installing these products in Churches 



and Vicarages across Oxford and St Albans 
Dioceses over the past year and reports on 
one very notable success at Houghton 
Conquest, near Bedford, where annual oil 
costs fell from £580 in 2001 to £178 after 
installation in 2002. 

The devices are simply affixed to the fuel 
inlet pipe, require no power or maintenance 
and will last a lifetime. On the basis of just a 
10% the outlay will be recovered in a year. 
Full details can be obtained from Ecoflow 
Independent Distributor Tony Price at 
Roseudgeon Enterprises on: 01525 270318. 




624 London Road, 
Northwich, Cb«s. CW9 8lW 



call now for our new brochure 
for oak and aluminium notice 
boards & poster display cases 
Tel 01606 45187 Fax 01606 49916 

ema!i:s!gnsofcheshtre@compuserve.com 




Christian couple win prestigious 
' Best of Business 
Awards 2003 - 
Best Use of Innovation 



significantly improve the design and 
the manufacturing processes 




JULIET HEMINQRAY 

CHURO I TEXTILES 



Creative and professional church 
textile designers, who sketch specifically with 
your thoughts in mind - you don't need to be 
able to draw, that's our skill. 



Our products include over 2000 stole and 
preaching scarf designs, copes, mitres, 
chasubles, altar frontals, pulpit falls, banners, 
clerical shirts, and large stretched panels. 

Please contact us for further information 



Browse the website to see samples of our work 



27 Derwent Business Centre, Clarke St, 
Derby, DEI 2BU 

Tel - 01332 366740 Fax - 01332 292817 
jhct@church-textiles.co.uk 



www.church-textiles.co.uk 



Maurice and Sheila Davies of 
Belleplates Ltd. have been selling 
their Belleplate Musical 
Instruments, which Maurice states 
he invented following divine 
inspiration, for over 10 years now. 
It all started when he picked up a 
flat piece of aluminium he had been 
cutting out and struck it to hear 
what it would sound like. Upon 
hearing a pleasant tone like a 
handbell, Maurice felt that God had 
shown him something special and 
the final result is that the Belleplates 
he developed and patented are now 



in use as affordable alternatives to 
handbells by thousands of groups 
world-wide in over thirty 
countries. At about a 1 Oth the cost 
of handbells, the major users are 
churches, schools and youth 
organisations. 

Originally, the instruments were 
manufactured by an American 
company based in Texas when 
Maurice failed to interest anyone 
to make them here but last year 
Maurice and Sheila started having 
them produced in the UK and 
Maurice took the opportunity to 




which 

also allowed the expansion of the 
range of notes available. 



product nominated them for the 
BoBs Awards - Best Use of 

Innovation, and they were very 
pleased and excited to reach 
the finals and have the judging 
team round to interview them. 
They are pictured at the gala 
presentation ceremony in 
March with the well known 
snooker celebrity, Dennis Taylor, 
and the Chairman of the 
judging panel, Anton Syrocki, 
delighted at receiving the 
winning award. 

Anton Syrockis comments in the 
BoBs Guide given out at the 
award ceremony are: “From an 
original, simple idea a radical new 
product was created that competes 
on all criteria with a product that 
has been in place for centuries. 
Innovation in its wider sense was 




eraBRotDeRy 

By crzoft, Design 

Our timeless Celtic designs suitable for stoles 
Chasubles, altar frontals and copes. 
Commissions are taken to suit most budgets. 

We also offer a full range of cassocks, albs and 
surplices. Catalogue available on request. 
SPECIAL OFFER ~ 3 Clerical Shirts 
ONLY £58 ~ Black y Grey y Blue or Navy. 

crzoft Design 

2 The Bull Ring, Much Wenlock, Shropshire, 
TF13 6HS. Tel/Fax: 01952 727632 
www.croftdesign.co.uk 




Someone impressed by their new UK shown by this small, family company 

not only in product 
invention and design 
but also in quality, 
pricing, transportation, 
manufacturing processes 
and distribution 
partnership.” 

You can find Maurice 
and Sheila on stand 
B46 at the Northern 
Christian Resources 
Exhibition in G-Mex 
Manchester, September 
24th - 26th, or visit 
their website at 
www.belleplates.com for 
more information and 
sound samples. 



PA SYSTEMS 

We have years of experience of supplying 
to Churches & Village Halls etc. 

• Updates or complete systems 
• Inductive loops • Radio microphones 
• Portable PA • CCTV 

ROYSTON 

ELECTRONICS 

P. O. Box 1, Fordingbridge SP6 3PQ 
covers the Diocese 

(01725)518428 or 
(07889) 247960 



Spire Light 



Belfry 

Louvres 



Cfjurcf) testoration Co. (II) Ifo. 

SPECIALISTS IN: 

CHURCH DECORATION 
• CHURCH RENOVATION 
• STONE RESTORATION 
• CLEANING MASONRY 
• ROOFING 

• STAINED GLASSWORK 
& LISTED BUILDINGS 




’arapet 
l_Crocketed Pinnacle 
^^Gargoyles 

.Wall Tablet 
Sanctuary 
ister Sepulchre 
iagonal Buttress 

Aumbry 
High Altar 
Plinth 
Piscina 



Crypt or Undercroft 



Freephone: 

0800 052 1030 



Email : churchrestorationltd @ hotmail.com 
ALL ESTIMATES AND ADVICE ARE FREE AND WITHOUT OBLIGATION 



Pehrson’s Candles 

for quality & service 

Units 3 & 4, Building 7 
Saxon Way, Melboum 
South Cambridgeshire SG8 6DN 




No Order is too Small 

100% pure stearin candles 
10% beeswax candles 
Votives & sundries 

Tel: 01763 262633 

Fax: 01763 262675 
Email: sales@pehrsons-candles.co.uk 



Pehrson’s have been importing 
candles for almost 60 years 
specialising in high quality candles. 

Their Swedish manufacturer 
Liljeholmens, has been making some 
of the Worlds finest candles since 
1839 from 100% pure stearin, a 
material which is made from 
renewable sources, mainly nut oil. 

It bums with a large bright flame, 
does not soot, is long bum and will 
not drip in most situations. 

Because of its hardiness it will not 
bend in sunlight and warmth. 

The unique “Kanal” candle is 
excellent in difficult situations, 
made from 100% stearin, it bums 
with no wax pool as internal 
channels prevent dripping. 

The 10% beeswax Church candles 
are made in Europe, by long 
established quality manufacturers. 
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Glass 



Bookbinding by 
Benedictine Monks 

Do you have a Bible or Liturgical Book in need 
of rebinding or refurbishing? 

Restoration and general binding also undertaken. 

Quarr Abbey Bindery 

Tel; 01983 882420 Fax; 01983 884402 

Registered Chanty No, 21 8731 



TO ADVERTISE RING: 01527 892945 



Advertising 



with Church in 



City ft Guilds Qualified Local Authority Glass Artist 

New Commissions and Restoration 
Historical and Church Window Repairs and Restoration. 
Window Guards Supplied 8t Fitted 

Phone: Steve Sherriff on 01202 882208 



WDYS 

Designers & Makers of Fine Furniture 

CUSTOM MADE FURNITURE AND JOINERY 



P.A. Systems for 
all applications. 

WIGHT 

AUDIO SERVICES 



• Audio 

• Induction 



• Installation 

• Maintenance 

• Sales & Hire 

Professional Technical Advice 
experienced Sound Engineers 

Tel: 01291 625490 ^ 

Fax: 01 291 625934 

45 Victoria Road, Bulwark, Chepstow NP18 5QW 



Individually designed to compliment any environment. 

• Boardrooms • Domestic 

• Churches • Libraries 

• Colleges • Offices 

Free quotations for one-off commissions or complete schemes 

Crowdys Partnership Limited, Regal Way, Faringdon, Oxon SN7 7BX 
Tel: 01367 242264 Fax: 01367 241956 e-mail: davidl.titcombe@virgin.net 



Pristine Donaldson 

formerly trading as OPUS 

Ordination Stoles and all 
embroidered vestments, 

furnishings and Banners. 

Traditional and contemporary 
designs made to commission. 

Embroidery repairs undertaken. 
Plain and embroidered 
altar linen. 

3 Walnut Drive, Maids Moreton, 

Buckingham MK18 1QJ Tel: 01280 816055 



D S Plastic Fabrications 
- Plastic Products 

David Simpson 

Unit G, 37 Hall Street, Hockley, 
Birmingham, West Midlands Bl8 6BS 

Mobile: 07973 879142 
Fax: 0121 530 0111 

Custom design and manufacture of perspex 
lecterns Iclear acrylic), illuminated crosses and 
sign boxes with polycarbonate screen and other 
plastic fixtures designed to specifications. 



d 

Embroidery 
for worship, 
ceremony 
and 

celebration 



Crowdys - Custom made 



furniture and joinery 



SALISBURY CATHEDRAL 
STAINED GLASS 

We restore and conserve stained glass and 
leaded lights of all periods. 

We design and execute new 
stained glass and leaded 
rights. 

All undertaken at our 
workshop within the Cathedral Close using 
traditional methods and materials. 

We provide a comprehensive service for 
churches, architects, builders, and private 
customers. 

ACCREDITED TO UKIC 

Tel: 01722 555144 Fax: 01722 
555140 Email: glass@salcath.co.uk 

The Cathedral Salisbury Wiltshire SP1 2EN 



^Jackson J3ert<j 

Ecclesiastical Furnishings 
Vestments Wanted - Any Condition 
Stained Glass, Candlesticks, Statues, Pews 
Antique and secondhand vestments 
www.churchshop.co.uk 01892 891473 



Cut your Church heating costs 
by up to 20% with Ecoflow 
magnetic fuel conditioners 

Used by Churches and Vicarages 
across Oxford & St Albans Dioceses. 

For further details contact: 
Roseudgeon Enterprises on 
01525 270318 or 0793 2102497 

Independent Ecoflow Distributor , 



Crowdys have a wealth of experience in the 
design and manufacture of quality furniture 
and specialist joinery. 

Established in 1963 and using our own 
designers or working to your specification, 
we can provide unique solutions to meet your 
individual requirements. 

Our skilled craftsmen see each piece through 
the creative process from sawn timber to the 
polished surface. This predominance of 
hand-craftsmanship gives our furniture a 
distinctive appearance and ensures the 



highest standard of construction and finish. 
Commissions undertaken range from 
University dining rooms, libraries and 
boardrooms through to prototypes for design 
consultancies and one-off items for 
individuals. 

recent commissions include: - 
Oak screens, choir stalls and entrance 
lobbies with disabled access for Wantage 
Church 

120 dining chairs and a ‘new’ head table for 
the Arlosh Hall at Harris Manchester College, 
Oxford 

Tables for the Theology Library at Mansfield 
College, Oxford, with integral facility for 
internet access 

Currently we are working on a four-flight 
staircase in American Cherry for a private 
client in London that incorporates fibre optic 
lighting in the design. 



Is your church planning 
to start making new 
kneelers, if so I can 
stretch and straighten 
your canvases, sew them 
up, and fill them with 91b 
of chip foam cut to size. 

Call Jacquie for a very 
competitive price . 






s CLCLCjLLLSL 



61 Nethercote Road, Tackley, Kidlington, 
Oxford 0X5 3AT 

Tel: 01869 331502 



ARjists in StAinED 



DAViD WaSLEY rilA.ATC.UlFrtL/.i IIIVJ1-. 
ConSERVATOR $ RESTORATIOn SPECIALiST 

01494 773712 

WWW.3RDmiLLEnniumARTiSTS.CO. UK 
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One World Week 



Stories to move and inspire 





_’NE 



CHILD fleeing a 
war-torn vil- 
lage. A 

weaver who 
who feeds 
his family by 
selling bas- 
kets to 

Traidcraft. A 
desert tracker 
whose knowledge 
of local plants inspires new 
medicines. Their stories - 
and others - form the cen- 
terpiece of the ‘Moving 
Stories’ resource pack for 
2003’s One World Week, 
held from 19 to 26 October. 
‘ Moving Stories’ offers One 
World Week participants the 
chance to explore three 
areas: people moving, moving 
on from poverty, and moving 
towards sustainability. In 

'Poverty is hunger. 
Poverty is lack of shel- 
ter. . . Poverty is losing a 
child to illness brought 
about by unclean water.’ 
World Bank 



‘People moving,’ stories 
from immigrants and asy- 
lum seekers combine with 
activities that give the 
chance to reflect on the 
impact of movement in our 
own lives and the lives of 
others. 

‘Moving on from poverty’ 
lays out the current state of 
global and UK poverty in 
brutal and scandalous statis- 
tics - the UN estimates, for 



One World Week from 19 to 26 October aims to raise 
awareness about what is going on in our world, 
both on our doorsteps and far away 



example, that 800 million 
people do not have enough 
to eat, and one third of peo- 
ple in sub-Saharan Africa 
will not survive to the age of 
40 - but it also introduces 
the Millennium 

Development Goals, aimed 
at eradicating poverty and 
improving lives. Offering 
stories of hope, it suggests 
ways in which individuals 
and groups can - and do - 
work to move towards ful- 
filling these goals. 

‘Moving towards sustain- 
ability,* meanwhile, 

explores issues surrounding 
our use of natural 
resources. One of its activi- 
ties asks participants to lis- 
ten to background noise 
and then talk about what 
they hear. Computers 
buzzing, planes overhead, 
water in pipes and overheard 
conversations - what do they 
say about our relationship to 
the earth and to each other? 

Celebrating and teaching 
about God’s wonderfully 
diverse creation, while inspir- 
ing people to take action to 
change human injustice and 
waste, One World Week offers 
a way for churches to work 
out how they can express love 
for God and neighbours near 
and fan A worship anthology 
of prayers and readings, with a 
suggested service, is also avail- 
able. All resources can be 
ordered online at 
www.oneworldweek.org, or 
by calling 0118 939 4933. 



Claude’s Story 

Claude Muya, a member of 
the One World Week staff 
team in Reading, contributed 
his own ‘moving story’ to 
this year’s resource. Born in 
Congo, Claude and his fam- 
ily suffered greatly at the 

Stories well told touch 
people; they resonate 
within people, because 
in the telling of some- 
thing deeply human, 
that which is human is 
touched. 

Ted Aoki 

Canadian educationalist 

outbreak of war: his village 
was destroyed, its popula- 
tions dispersed, and he and 
his family fled into the deep 
forest. With the coming 
of peace, happier journeys 
followed: to secondary 

school and university in the 
capital city of Kinshasa, to 
Brussels with a scholarship 
to study architecture and 
then, with his English wife 
(whom he 
met at 
University), 
to England. 
Claude is 
aware, 
though, 
that the cur- 
rent war in- 
the Congo means that ‘other 
children are going through 
the same trouble’ as he did 
in his early childhood. His 
work for One World Week 



stems from his determina- 
tion to help change that, and 
more generally to improve 
the life of people in develop- 
ing countries. 

Events 

Events to mark One World 
Week are being held all 
around the Diocese For up to 
date information, check out 
www.oneworldweek.org 
This year is the 25th 
anniversary of One World 
Week, and a free celebratory 
event will be held in Reading for 
all OWW activists. There will 
be food, theatre, workshops 
and children’s activities on 
Saturday 29 November from 
1 1 - 4pm. Contact Pam Hardy 
at the UK office to register. 

Maranda St John Nicolle, 
Coordinator of Christian 
Concern for One World 

A world away from home 

TO CELEBRATE One World 
Week refugees and others 
from the Two-Thirds World 
in Oxford will tell their stories 
and entertain with music and 
dance at the Oxford Centre 
for Mission Studies (OCMS), 
St Philip & St James Church, 
Woodstock Road, Oxford, on 
Saturday, 18 October 2.30- 
5.00 pm. Admission free (a 
collection will be taken for 
the local Oxford charity, 
Asylum Welcome). For 
further information tel. 
01865-516375. 

Shelagh Ranger 




Stew of Venison for autumn 



by Ann Way, our cookery writer 

This recipe for venison stew is a good autumn dish. It coincides with 
this month’s campaign for British Food Week. Venison is, of course, 
the meat from deer. The Highlands of Scotland have a very large pro- 
portion of Britain’s deer and at this time of year it is customary to cull 
them as the food would not be sufficient for the herds if they were to 
be allowed to increase their numbers too much. 

I do a day’s help at a day hospice in Wycombe, and one of the other 
volunteers there is joint owner; with her husband, of a very good 
restaurant. They had been given a large amount of venison and did- 
n’t quite know what to do with it, so I promised I’d research up a good 
recipe for them. I hope they, and our readers, will enjoy the results. 
The recipe, with a couple of my own adaptations, comes from a very 
old Super Cook book (1973). 



Ingredients (for eight servings) 

4 lb lean venison cut into 2-inch cubes 
4 oz butter 
1 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper 

2 teaspoons dried rosemary 
6 medium sized carrots, scraped and quartered 
2 small turnips, peeled and roughly chopped 

1 lb small onions or shallots, peeled 
6 medium-sized potatoes, peeled and halved 

2 x 14 oz ( 500 g) tins of peeled tomatoes 
4 heaped dessert spoons of tomato puree. 

For the marinade 

1 litre of red wine 

1 pint of beef stock 
x / 4 pint olive oil 

2 large onions, thinly sliced 
12 peppercorns 

4 cloves 

6 cloves of garlic, crushed ^ 

4 tablespoons of chopped parsley (fresh) 

2 teaspoons dried rosemary 

2 bouquet garni bunches (consisting of 2 bay leaves, 2 sprigs of thyme, 
2 sprigs of parsley) 




Method of preparation 

In a large shallow dish combine all the marinade ingredients. Add the 
venison cubes and mix well. Set aside and marinade the meat at 
room temperature for at least 12 hours, basting it from time to time. 

Remove the meat from the marinade and dry it on kitchen paper 
towels. Reserve the marinade. In a large flame-proof casserole dish, 
melt the butter over a moderate hear. When the foam subsides, add 
the meat cubes and cook, stirring occasionally, for about 8 minutes 
until the cubes are lightly and evenly browned. Add the reserved 
marinade liquid and ingredients and stir well add the salt, pepper and 
rosemary and bring to a boil. Skim off any scum that comes to the 
surface. Reduce the heat to low and simmer for about 1 1/2 hours. 
Then add the root vegetables and stir well to blend thoroughly. Re- v 
cover the casserole dish and simmer the stew for another 1 1/4 hours 
or until the meat is tender when pierced with the tip of a knife. 
Remove casserole from heat and discard the two bouquet gamis. 
Served hot with a tossed green side-salad and some crusty bread and 
a good glass of red wine, it makes a very special meal. 



Books Wanted 

Good prices paid for Theological 
and other Libraries (not paperbacks). 
- John Thornton will visit - 

Contact: Mr John Thornton, 455 Fulham Road, 
London SW10 9IIZ. 

Tel: 020 7352 8810 



For Sale 

2 Manual 1 6 Stop Vowles 
and 3 Manual 40 Stop 
Rushworth & Dreaper Pipe 
Organs in store (Devon). 

Offers 

For further details please 
call Lewis on: 

01884 881510 



Sheltered Housing at 
West Court Banbury 



West Court is a friendly, modem development of one 
bedroom flats adapted to meet the practical needs of older 
men and women and within walking distance from a variety 
of amenities. Each flat is cenfrally heated with a lounge, kitchen, 
bathroom and bedroom and is suitable for a single person. 

The scheme is run by Methodist Homes Housing Association, and a Manager 
provides general support throughout the week and there is an offsite emergency call system 
outside of these times. West Court is not just for Methodists however, applications are welcomed from any 
older person in the community (from the age of 55 years upward), and who feel that living in a secure 
environment will meet their future needs. 

Facilities include a large communal lounge and a laundry room and there is a guest room available for 
visitors at a reasonable charge. 

For more information please contact the scheme manager on: 01 295 258859 
45 West Street Banbury Oxon 0X16 3RA SITIQ 

Company Limited by Guarantee - 4043124 Registered as a Charity - No 1083995 
Methodist Homes for the Aged is part of MHA Care Group 





moving stories 

One World Week is an annual opportunity to focus on global and local issues and solutions: 
contact us for resources and details of how to get involved 



19-26 October 2003 



One World Week PO Box 2555 Reading RG1 4XW 
7:0118 9394933 F: 0118 9394936 www.oneworidweek.org 



\Xedd i rig Stationery 

www.weddjng-stationery.com 

Visit our website or 
contact us for details 
and free samples 
Illustrated jSjjL 
Stationery 
Tel : 029 2081 fl 024** 

Fax: 0292081}336g _ 

Oorothyta.'wedding-stanonery co^m 





Watches Wanted 

Gents pocket and wrist 
watches, military or civilian, 
any condition. Also associated 
items, i.e. chains, keys etc. 
Gold and silver items 
and medals. 

Please phone: 

01691 831162 anytime 
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SENDING 

GOODS 

OVERSEAS 

Including personal effects, 
books and full container 
loads. Enquire about our 
special rates for churches, 
charities and students. 

Freight Services 
International Ltd. 

Telephone: 01332 347478 

(24 hr answerphone) 

or email us at 

fsiltd@aol.com 



QUALITY RESIDENTIAL 
FACILITY FOR HIRE 
(all year round) 

Sleeps 1 6 persons, Self 
Catering, single and bunk bed 
accommodation 
Location: Forest of Dean, Glos 
Ideal for youth Groups, 
Family Groups, 

School Groups 
Other adventure activities 
locally are; Canoeing • Caving 
• Mountain biking 
• Rock Climbing • Absailing 
• Pony Trekking • Fishing 
For further information 
please ring Sean 
on 01594 563072 



■ /TA Christian cart f or 
W fa rallies worldwide 



The Mothers’ Union in Oxford Diocese 

seeks to appoint a part-time 

PROJECT DEVELOPMENT 
WORKER 

for a period of three years. 

Largely home-based and from office in Oxford. 

Details and application form from: 

The Mothers’ Union Office, the Priory Room, 
Christ Church, Oxford 0X1 1DP 

Closing date for applications: 1 November 2003 




STONE 8 l MARBLE LTD. 



Memorials & Cremation plaques 
Wide choice of designs 
All types of stone, marble & granite 
Renovations & additional inscriptions 
Prompt personal service 

ABINGDON (01235) 520617 
(01235)528285 

www.abingdon-stone.co.uk 

161 A OCK STREET, ABINGDON, OXON 



Org anist Required 

for 

Holy Trinity, Headington Quarry, 
Oxford 

From 1st January 2004 

Adult & Junior Choir 

Salary negotiable. 

Contact: Rev. Tom Honey on 

01865 762951 or hthq@fish.co.uk 



GATWICK - 8 mins. 

Family run B&B - AA 3 Diamonds. 
Transport & Parking by arrangement 

Brochure: Brian 8l Uz Pedlow 

Tel: 01293 546222 Fax: 01293 518712 

Email: info@aprilcottageguesthouse.co.uk 
www.aprikottageguesthouse.co.uk 

NON SMOKING 






Cranford House 

...Where Tradition Meets 
Tomorrow 



An Independent GSA School for girls 3-16 
and boys 3-7 

Open Morning 

Saturday 18th October 2003 
9.30am - 12 noon 
The Headmistress will address 
prospective parents at 9.45am 

• Completion of New Senior Teaching and 
Library Block 

• Purpose built nursery for 3-4 year olds 

• School Transport available in selected areas 

• Development of confidence, character 
and personality 

• All-round opportunities for every pupil 
For further details contact: 

Mrs Joan Gibson 
Headmistress 
Telephone: 01491 651218 
E.Mail: office@cranfordhouse.oxon.sch.uk 
Cranford House is situated on the A329 
between Streadey and Wallingford 
Registered Charity No: 280883 
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In Conference!! 



Lee Abbey - Conference, Retreat & 



The Hiker sets out along the coast path through the Valley of Rocks and 
up the hill, he has no idea what is ahead. 

The map shows contours and a set of buildings called Lee Abbey. He 
senses a peace and tranquillity like no where else, but has no idea why. 
It's now the autumn and the summer buzz is but a memory. Lee Abbey 
was full throughout, with House Parties, Youth Camps on the fields below 
and plenty of time to soak in the Lord's presence on the estate. But the 
Hiker knows none of this, he walks on down through the 300 acre estate 
watching the lambs and cattle on the farm. 

Back in the Valley of Rocks, the feral goats are preparing for winter's 
arrival. This spring's young are now half-grown but still scampering up 
and down the rocks. The bracken is turning copper-red. In the southerly 
sun, the entire valley glows with an embrace of warmth. 



Inside Lee Abbey's country house, a mixture of sameness and newness is 
as evident as outdoors, though, of course, the Hiker knows nothing of 
this. Now the kids are back at school the 90 strong community of 
Christians from around the globe are preparing for the slower but as 
important series of conferences to come. Marriage Enrichment, Church in 
Transition, Christian Solidarity Worldwide, Counselling Skills and an 
Advent Retreat are there to suit a varied pal late. 

Whilst the hiker continues, other products of the creator's work will come 
to Lee Abbey - the badgers and hares and gulls and rooks, the sunsets, the 
winter rains and winds, perhaps even a blanket of snow, the gorse and 
bracken and heather... and the human guests, they too will come. Many 
will come tired and in need of the rest offered by the presence and 
person of God. They will welcome the refreshment that time spent away 



Holiday Centre 

can bring. They will welcome the teaching, the prayer, the ministry, the 
light-hearted activities, the conversations before the fireplace over tea and 
coffee and cocoa. They will enjoy the walks and rambles. They will 
treasure that view. 

Yes, something is new and different, but something is reassuringly the 
same, comfortably the same. God is still seeking out his people, still 
putting individuals, families and relationships back together. He is still 
making all things new in Christ. 

The Hiker looks back as he continues on the coast path. He may know 
why there is such a peace in this valley, or what happens at Lee Abbey - 
but the community will continue to pray for him and many others that 
one day they will let Jesus into their lives. Tel: 0800 389 1189 
www. LeeAbbey.org. u k 









North Devon and 
the Exmoor Coast 
is an ideal spot 



Let the Lee Abbey 
Community minister 
to you, enjoy our 
programme or do 
your own thing. 
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Adventures J 
in Faith! m 



Reg Charity 

Lee Abbey, Lynton, 
N. Devon EX35 6JU 
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JKOAN is committed 
to sharing 
the healing 
presence of 
Christian Christ with 
foundation a jj through 

the ministry of listening, 
healing and re- 
conciliation. 

Conference Centre 
Whitehill Chase is 
Acorn’s residential 
centre set in several 
acres of peaceful 
gardens and woodlands 
in Bordon. Hampshire. 



In addition to the Acorn 
programme of retreats, 
courses, and 
conferences, it is an ideal 
location for Christian 
groups to use for their 
own events. Facilities 
include a modern chapel 
and bookshop, with 
residential acc- 
ommodation for up to 30 
people. 

For further details please 
contact the office. 

Tel: 01420 478121 
www.acornchristian.org 



□ffa house 

The Coventry Diocesan Retreat House 
and Conference Centre. 

Offchurch, Leamington Spa, Warks CV33 9AS 
A delightful rural venue for conferences 
and retreats. Day Conferences up to 60, 
Residential 27 bedrooms (11 en-suite) 36 beds. 

4 miles from Leamington Spa and M40. 

•'Also programme of retreats and day events. 
01926 423309 offahouse@btconnect.com 

www.offahouseretreat.co.uk 

V J 



No better place 

for your 

Midweek Conference 
or Church Party Break 

Beech wood Court 

Conwy in North Wales 

Special Monday to Friday rates 
Excellent value full board 

The centre has 

It Christian Management • Good Food 
Full Central Heating and a Real Fire 

• Comfortable Accommodation 

• Access to Conwy Mountain 
Peaceful Surroundings 
Woodland 
Family Ambia 
Ample Parking 

For bookings or brochure 

Contact the Manager at 
Beechwood Court, Mountain Road, 
Conwy. LL32 8PY Tel: 01492 593405 
Beechwood@dialstart.net 



Cfuirney Manor- 



One of the oldest inhabited houses in Britain. 
Charney Manor is owned and managed by the 
Religious Society of Friends (Quakers) and is a 
place of tranquillity where people come for 
reflection, renewal and retreat. We offer a warm 
welcome to conferences and training courses for 
religious and other groups, and also host our own 
programme of events, open to all. 

For all enquiries, please contact our manager, 
Sheila Terry. 

Charney Manor Quaker Conference & Retreat Centre, 
Charney Bassett, Wantage, Oxon OX 12 oEJ 

Tel: 01235 868206 Fax: 01235 868882 
email: charneymanor@quaker.org.uk 
www.charneymanor@demon.co.uk 

Charity No. 237267 VAT reg. 194265932 



Beechwood Court in Conwy, North Wales - 

Ideal for Christian Conferences - Use it and you will 
be singing its praises 



Trinity College Bristol 
Conference Centre 

Planning an Alpha away day, 
church weekend or PCC quiet day? 



We can provide 
Comfortable meeting rooms 
Friendly staff 

Catering to suit your requirements 
Attractive grounds 
Easy access to motorway and city 

Contact Fran Brealey Tel: 0117 968 2803 
Email: fran.brealey@trinity-bris.ac.uk 
Website: www.trinity-bris.ac.uk 



Launde Abbe 



Leicesrer Diocesan 
Rerrear House and 
Conference Cenme 



OCTOBER 

20th - 24th - Retreat for Clergy and those 
in ministry. 

Led by Canon Donald Cray 

NOVEMBER 

10th - 14th - 5 day individually guided 
retreat 

Led by Gillian Russell and Graham Pigott 

* DECEMBER 

1st - 4th - An Advent Retreat 
8th - Friends of Launde Quiet Day 
- open to all 

12th - 14th - "Still before Christmas" 
Tel: 01572 717254 Fax: 01572 717454 

E-mail: laundeabbey@leicester.anglican.org 
www.launde.org.uk 
Registered Charity No. 249100 



WesleyColleqe 
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New Conference facilities 



• Conference, meeting, teaching and accommbdation 
facilities. 

O Conveniently located just off the A401 8, near 
Junction 1 7 of the M5, easily reached by public 
transport about 5 miles from the city centre. 

• Variety of lecture/meeting rooms available all 

with audio-visual aids, computers, video equipment, 
hearing loop and disabled facilities. Seating up to 
1 50 visitors. 

• Full Catering service provided. 

• 19 single bedrooms that can be turned into 
twin rooms, with shared shower rooms, 2 en-suite 
rooms and a guest flat which sleeps up to four. 

• Available all year round. 

• Relaxed, comfortable and friendly environment. 

For further details or to arrange a visit, please call 

Rachal Simpson, Conference Manager on: 

01179581127 

rachal.simpson@wesley-college-bristol.ac.uk 



Beechwood Court is a 
hotel run by The Christian 
Holiday People. 

The house is hidden in 
nine acres of trees on the 
lower slopes of Conwy 
Mountain with a 
magnificent viewpoint that 
overlooks the Conwy 
estuary. The seclusion 
allows peace and privacy 
encouraging rest, 
relaxation and renewal. 

The welcome, service and 
delicious home-style fare 
help to remove all the 
daily concerns and allow 
visitors to concentrate on 

Conference Et 
Banqueting 
facilities at the 
Avon Gorge Hotel 

For conferences, meetings, 
exhibitions and dinner 
dances the hotel offers a 
unique location, 
overlooking Brunei's 
Famous Suspension Bridge. 
The air-conditioned 
Riverside Suite can 
accommodate up to 100 
delegates theatre style, 
while the Clifton Suite is 
the perfect venue for a 
private lunch or dinner is 
stately surroundings. The 
terrace provides a 
spectacular location for 
open air press calls to 
product launches and 
presentations. 

Each of the 76 bedrooms 
has an en-suite bathroom, 
satellite television, radio, 
direct dial telephone, tea Ft 
coffee making facilities, 
trouser press, hairdryer and 
24 hour room service. 
Several suites are available 
with many additional 
features, including Jacuzzi, 
four poster beds and self 
catering facilities. 

With our Terrace 
Restaurant, Cocktail Bar 
and White Lion Bar, we 
specialise in events ranging 
from conferences, 
weddings, Gala dinners to 
barbecues on the Private 
Terrace. 

More and more conference, 
meeting and training 
course organisers recognise 
the benefit of building a 
period of leisure time into 
a busy programme. Many 
are holding events at 
weekends and inviting 
delegates' partners to 
attend. For just such 
occasions, the Avon Gorge 
Hotel’s location provides a 
wide variety of 
opportunities. 



the purpose of their visit. 

It was not always this way. 
Beechwood Court was built 
for an Oldham 
businessman but in 1920 
he sold it on. This 
Gentleman purchaser used 
it as an entertainment 
base in a scheme to 
offload a lead mines as 
silver mine. It earned him 
some accommodation in a 
prison and his property 
was sold off. Beechwood 
Court was then purchased 
for a higher purpose. It is 
now owned by a Christian 
Charity whose aim is to 
serve the Christian Church 
and help spread the 
Christian Gospel. 

There is equipment on site 
for use by those organising 
a conference, and the 
management is eager to 
arrange the centre to suit 
your specific requirements. 
If you have some that 
don't want to join in, then 
they are spoiled for choice 
with so many interesting 
things to do in and around 
Conwy. 

Find out more: Telephone 
01492 593405 or use the 
web 

www.beechwood@dialsart. 
net or see more on 
www.beechwoodcourt.net 



Avon Gorge Hotel 

<Sr Facilities ranging from 2 to 100 delegates 
«tr 76 luxurious bedrooms 
«tr Excellent location, only 3 miles from the City 
Wireless Internet Connections via Broadband 
*St Natural Daylight 

4ts Stunning Views of Brunei’s Famous Suspension Bridge 

For further details on our conference rates and facilities, 
please contact our Sales Team on: 01 17 973 8955 

Avon Gorge Hotel 

Sion Hill, Clifton, Bristol BS8 4LD 
Tel: 01 17 973 8955 Fax: 0117 923 8125 
E-mail: events@avongorge-hotel-bristol.com 



So Much To Offer 

At The Diocese of Leeds Pastoral Centre 



The Centre offers: 

• 54 en-suite rooms to accommodate 69 guests # Various Meeting 
and Training Rooms to cater for groups from 2-90 
# Chapel # Bookshop # Lounges # Bar t Good Rxxl and 
Hospitality # A warm welcome for people of all denominations and 
faiths # Very competitive prices # Located 1.5 miles from Leeds 
city centre • A completely refurbished listed building 
• Situated in pleasant grounds with good car parking 
# Easy access by public transport 
Contact: Austin Smith 
62 Headingley Lane. Leeds LS6 2BX 
Tel: 01 13 261 8000 Vwl. 01 13 224 2406 
Email: lnfo@hinsley-hall.co.uk Website: www.hinsley-hall.co.uk 



The Christian Community @ Lee Abbey 
host conferences, retreats and holidays 
with a variety of perspectives. 

Call for our NEW programme today 

0800 3891189 

www.LeeAbbey.org.uk 
relax@LeeAbbey.org.uk 
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Ideal venue for next Church Event 




Church Family Retreat or 

National Conference 



king’s park road 
northampton 
nn3 611 

t. 01604 493111 
f. 01604 493559 
e.info@actioncentres.co.uk 



King’s Park Conference Centre 

Northampton 

Home of many Church Family Retreats and National Christian 
Conferences over the past 15 years. All-in conference hospitality 
for up to 100 guests. 

Professional service and support. 

Other events: Pioneer/Shropshire, The Ranch/Snowdonia, Frontier/Northants 



www.actioncentres.co.uk 



Refurbishment 03/04 




If you are thinking 
about, or planning an 
event then we could 
be just the venue for 
you. 

Some of the reasons for 
visiting King's Park:- Day 
or Residential 
Conference, Church 
Family Weekends, 
Training Days, Leaders 
Retreats, School Activity 
Week , Music 
Residentials and Sports 
Based Training Camps. 
Whatever your 
requirements, King's 
Park has the perfect 
solution for your needs 
and can comfortably 
accommodate from 10 to 
104 guests and up*to 175 



for day conferences. 

Location 

Major motorway network 
links via Mi, A34, M6 
and A14 ensuring 
(hopefully) hassle free 
access for your 
delegates. Birmingham 
and Luton Airports 
(approx.) 45 mins away. 
Northampton Rail 
station, which serves all 
inner city links, is just 5 
miles away. 

Centre 

48 twin and 2 family 
ensuite rooms, 6 
meeting rooms 
accommodated in one 
large building Large 
lounge area with alcohol 
free bar. Training and 
presentation aids 



available. A wide range 
of meal options. Sports 
and Tennis Centre on site 
for competitions and/or 
relaxation. Lots of 
places of interest to visit 
near by, and if you need 
anything extra, all you 
have to do is ask. 

Servic e 

We go out of our way to 
deliver a service that will 
impress you. Our 
experienced team will 
help you organize your 
event down to the finest 
details, making sure 
your event runs 
smoothly and is 
hopefully within your 
budget. Contact: Tel. 
01604 493111 - email: 
info@actioncentres.co.uk 




■■■■■■■■ 
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BIBLE LANDS CRUISES 
Unrepeatable prices 
from only £439! 



Escape Britain's colcf wet winter 

, > ? ,, v weather. Join MasterSun for a holiday 

in the sun at extraordinarily low 
’\TSgj price?; Whether you choose Cyprus, 
Malta, Greece or Turkey you will find 
a fjo|j(jay to suit in a quality hotel 
with MasterSun's unique blend of friendship and fellowship. 

All MasterSun holidays include times of praise, worship and 
Bible teaching. If you've never tried a holiday like this you won't 
know what you're missing. 



Free brochures 

Please send the following brochures 

* Winter 2003-04 
o Cruises 2003-04 
« Summer 2003 

6 Summer 2004 (available Oct) 

* Ski 2003-04 

° Annual travel insurance 



Good 3, 4 and 5 star hotels 
Flights and transfers 
included 

Bible teaching and worship 
Optional excursions and 
walks 

Swimming pools in all 
hotels 

Excellent value for money 
Tours to Biblical locations 
Christian leadership 



For your copy of the Wintersun brochure 
phone 020 8942 9442 
or use the coupon 



Send this coupon to MasterSun , 
Thames House, 63-67 Kingston Road, 
New Maiden, Surrey KT3 3P8 

DIO 



CHECK OUT OUR NEW LOOK WEBSITE: WWW.MASTERSUN.CO. UK 



MasterSun, Thames House, 63-67 Kingston Rd, New Maiden, Surrey KT 3 3 PB 
Tel 020 8942 9442 Fax 020 8949 4396 email: brochures@mastersun.co.uk www.mastersun.co.uk 
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Waiting and wanting 



THE story of Advent is always 
thought of as the story of the 
coming of Jesus; but this book 
of Advent readings is about 
another coming and arrival. 
Hope in the Wilderness 
explores the story of the 
Israelites as they leave slavery 
in Egypt to travel towards the 
Promised Land. There is a 
‘key verse’ for each day, fol- 
lowed by the story of that 
Bible passage, followed, most 
importantly, by a reflection on 
what this means when related 
to our everyday lives. 

For someone who has only 
read the story from volumes 
of Bible stories watered down 
and sugared for children, this 
book is a real eye-opener. 
Before reading this book, I 
had always thought of the 
Israelite travelling party as a 
people overjoyed at being 
brought out of slavery, and 
delighted to faithfully follow 
Moses to Canaan. TTie sheer 




HOPE IN THE 
WILDERNESS 
DAVID WINTER 
BRF £6.99 



amount of complaining 
(‘quarrelling and murmuring’) 
did came as a surprise, but 
also a relief; if God can have 
mercy on such whiners, there 
is hope for all of us. But a big- 
ger shock came with the reali- 



sation that God didn’t seem to 
have much mercy at all; when 
they, nearly dead from thirst, 
turned on Moses for taking 
them out into the desert, their 
punishment was to be delayed 
on their journey by forty 
years. Winter interprets their 
behaviour as a ‘demand [for] 
proof’ and a test of God’s 
presence; I would interpret it 
as a desperate plea for water 
and nothing more. Still cru- 
eller is Moses’ punishment for 
a moment of bad temper; that 
he should never be allowed to 
enter the Promised Land he 
spent his life seeking. 

David Winter does not try to 
explain away or gloss over 
any of the tougher aspects of 
the story - Pharoah’s hard- 
ened heart, the people’s misery 
and continual lapses of faith, 
the place of the Mosaic codes 
of law - but deals with them 
honestly. He also includes 
group discussion material at 
the back of the book for peo- 
ple to try to work the story 
out for themselves. He also 
poignantly relates his own 
recent bereavement to the idea 
of a tough journey towards a 
better place. But in this book 
he has really attempted the 
impossible; the Exodus story 
will never really make sense 
when seen through modem 
eyes. 

Kate Griffin 

Kate Griffin works in the Diocesan 
Communications Department. 



Song to stop the use of child soldiers 

BEN OKAFOR, a Malvern-based reggae/folk artist, has just 
released a CD entitled, Thing with War. It has three tracks and 
can be ordered from Ben’s website (£3 plus £l p and p) 
www.roadsweeperrecords.co.uk. It’s a great song, and 35% of 
the profits will go to support the work of the Coalition to 
Stop the Use of Child Soldiers. This is a particularly perti- 
nent issue at the moment given the situation in Liberia. Ben 
was himself a child soldier in the Niger ia/Biafra war, so his 
voice is particularly authentic in this context. 

Alison Webster 

Alison Webster is the Diocesan Officer for Social Responsibility. 



A collection of heavenly cakes 

THE recipe book for Heavenly Cakes has just arrived. What a 
happy relief from so much of the junk mail I usually get. The book 
is beautifully produced, very well illustrated and full of delightful 
recipes, all used at the Dorchester Tea Rooms in the Abbey. Its pub- 
lication marks the 25th anniversary of the opening of the tea rooms. 

In medieval times, the Abbey had a Guest House to provide sus- 
tenance and shelter for pilgrims to the monastery. Then, in the mid 
20th century, an English woman and her American friend contin- 
ued the tradition by opening up a small tea room. This was further 
improved in 1977 when the present Tea Rooms were established 

with * world-wide success. 
Funds raised from sales of 
their cakes go towards all the 
charities that Dorchester 
Abbey supports. I, as a keen 
cake maker; enjoyed reading 
the mouth watering recipes 
for scones, tea breads and 
cakes, and will certainly be 
trying them out on family and friends and for my own church tea 
rooms at St Michael and All Angels, Hughenden. 

Ann Way 

Ann Way writes a cookery column in The DOOR. See her October recipe on page 16. 




HEAVENLY CAKES 
EDITED BY MARGOT 
METCALFE, 
DORCHESTER 
ABBEY £750 



Silly, extraordinary and all too familiar 



I have to admit that I 
groaned when I saw the title 
of this little volume The 
Secret Diary of St Gargoyle’s 
(aged 984 3/4 ) by Ron 
Wood (Canterbury £6.99). 
Anyone who tries to use a 
book title in the ‘Adrian 
Mole’ mould is, to me an 
immediate turn-off. So down 
to the book itself. 

If you are familiar with Ron 
Wood’s cartoons in the the 
Church Times , you will 
know that at times he can, 
shall we say, indulge in later- 
al thinking. Go a few more 
steps sideways and you’ve 
got St Gargoyle’s Diary. 

This is a very silly and for 
me a most enjoyable book. 
The humour ranges from ter- 
rible schoolboy howlers, as in 
the tale of Mrs Goody who 
had three children, but did not 
want another as she had read 
‘every fourth baby that’s born 
is Chinese’, to the most 
obscure jokes. 

I was trying to read it in the 
staff room at the Bodleian 
Library, the other lunchtime, 




but had to stop because my 
giggling was disturbing my 
colleagues. The diary itself is 
not so much to do with the 
church building, but rather 
the life of the hapless vicar, 
his wife, children and very 
strange parishioners. My 
only worry after reading St 
Gargoyle’s’, was that, 
although the situations 
described are extremely silly 
and extraordinary, too many 
of them felt all too familiar. 

Simon Salome-Bentley 

Simon Salome-Bentley is a 

member of Leafield Church. He 
works at the Bodleian Library. 



Angelic competition results 

THE standards were extremely high among entries to our summer 
Chaucerian Roundel competition, on the theme of angels, which was 
judged by the Oxford theologian, Canon John Fenton. He said: 'I did 
enjoy reading the poetry, though not so much when it came to mak- 
ing decisions. What quality! What ingenuity!' 

Canon Fenton chose as the winner the roundel entitled Trefdraeth, 
Dyfed, by Alan Gaunt who receives a copy of Beneath the Cassock: 
The Real Life Vicar of Dibley by Joy Carroll with a foreword by 
Dawn French and published by Harper Collins. The runners up were 
To an Angel, by Christine Ractliff, and Advert by Barbara Payne. 

Trefdraeth, Dyfed 

I DO not think that there are angels here, 
although the sinking sun, the breeze so keen, 
gives to the dappled sea a holy sheen. 

Although I feel a restless peace is near 
and hear the tides that wash creation clean, 

I do not think that there are angels here. 

Two naked toddlers tumble without fear 
and romp in cold waves; but will night screen, 
and dark descending drown, this joy I’ve seen? 

I do not think that. There are angels here. 

To an Angel 

BE aij angel! Somehow, in your eyes, 
the power to chase dark shadows into light 
can make a dismal day to turn out right. 

So clear; so dear, it comes as no surprise 
to sense a greater love. There must, so bright, 
be an angel, somehow, in your eyes. 

I cannot understand how otherwise, 
the world can change its aspect overnight. 

So look on me, and then, someday, I might 
be an angel, somehow, in your eyes. 

Advert 

WE are the angel-host, the seraphim 
of highest reputation! We’re well known 
for blowing trumpets when you need them blown! 

Glad tidings to deliver? Call us in! 

Or entertain us unawares at home! 

We are the angel-host, the seraphim! 

We’ll do you dancing-on-the-heads-of-pins 
or bearing-people-up-in-case-of-stones; 
is the world ending? Try our harvest-home! 

We are the angel-host, the seraphim! 

• A Chaucerian roundel is a 10-line poem of three verses, the 
first two of three lines each, and the third, four lines. The 1st, 6th and last lines must 
have exactly the same wording although the punctuation may vary. Lines 4 and 7 
must rhyme with lines 1, 6 and 10, and the rest of the lines (2, 3, 5, 8 and 9) must all 
rhyme with each other. 






success on mnnv frotits 



OUR LADY'S 

founded in Abingdon in 1860 by the Sisters of Mercy 




CONVENT SENIOR SCHOOL 
for 390 Girls aged 11-18 

Radley Rd, Abingdon, Oxon 0X14 3PS 

Tel: 01235 524658 

Thursday 2nd October 

OPEN EVENING 

• caring Christian environment 

• chapel • scholarships & bursaries 

• high academic standards 

• superb ICT Suites and Sixth Form Centre 

• stunning user friendly library 

• small classes • attractive modern facilities 

• playing fields • sports hall 

• large indoor heated swimming pool 
• extensive bus network 
www.olcss.org.uk email: office@olcss.org.uk 
Why not telephone for a prospectus? 



S tudents from Our Lady's Convent Senior School 
have been meeting a wide range of challenges, 
with great success, in the past academic year. 

The calm and purposeful atmosphere of the school is 
enriched by extensive displays of art, in a range of media. 

Half the girls in the school take singing lessons or play one or 
more instruments and the new Chamber Choir, Bel Canto has 
created quite a stir. The contemporary play 'After Juliet' 
performed in Abingdon's 'Unicorn Theatre' gave opportunity 
for upper school girls to take on mature roles. Sporting 
prowess whether casually, or as potential for the Olympic 
Riding Team, or in national athletics teams, or rowing, is 
keenly encouraged. 

Apart from gaining an impressive clutch of public 
examination results, the girls are given extensive 
opportunities to develop their talents in accordance with the 
vision of Catherine McAuley, who founded the Sisters of 
Mercy. Her motto is central to the life of the school 'to each 
according to her needs'. The emphasis on the uniqueness and 
individuality of every girl is by no means introspective. We 
are proud of the outward looking nature of our girls, their 
discreet self-confidence and their desire to do their best. 

OLC and Didcot Girls School working in partnership are the 
only team to have been invited to make a second 
presentation in a competition run by Oxfordshire Independent 
and State Schools Partnership. They researched into 
provision for the needs of the disabled in the locality. The 
presentation on how to address these needs was 
commended as 'a model of good practice'. The materials may 
be used as a web-based broadband resource for Citizenship 
lessons in Oxfordshire schools. 

The secondary school section of a poetry competition entitled 
'Living in the Vale' was won by one of our Year 10s, Laura 
Hunt. The Chairman of the Vale of the White Horse District 
Council, Councillor Briony Newport, with the Herald Series of 
newspapers presented the prize. 

Pupils from Abingdon’s six secondary schools have been busy 



reading books, which were short-listed for the Carnegie 
Medal. This year the Abingdon Carnegie Forum was hosted 
by OLC. Young readers were keenly ’shadowing’ the adult 
judges by assessing the books using the same criteria as the 
judges The 'shadowers' met with other students in Abingdon 
to exchange opinions about the titles. The forum elected Lian 
Hearn’s novel ’Across The 
Nightingale Floor’ as the 
favourite from the seven 
nominated titles. Abingdon's 
lively involvement in following 
the Carnegie Medal has been 
rewarded by places for students 
at the award ceremony at the 
British library. 

Reaching new heights this year, 
each Year Group came up with 
even more zany ways of raising 
funds. Over two thousand 
pounds has been distributed to 
Cancer Research UK, charities 
in the Developing World, 

CAFOD's Appeal for Iraq and the Catholic Children's Society. 
Some girls also put on a concert, especially to raise money 
for Douglas House, the new local hospice for young people. 
The Duke of Marlborough gave tea to Year 9 girls and 
presented them with an Educational Heritage Award by for a 
series of Mathematical projects on mazes. They had found 
their way around Blenheim’s maze and were asked to think 
about various strategies that they could employ to solve the 
hedge maze on the estate. As well as written project work, 
they designed and made their own maze models and 
produced fascinating PowerPoint presentations on all aspects 
of mazes. 

Salters' Chemistry Festival at Reading University presented 



another winning opportunity. Year 8 girls underwent two 
practical challenges including a Forensic Science 
investigation. Pitting their minds and expertise they had to 
solve a crime, just with chemical evidence to go on. These 
budding Forensic Scientists gained first place, out of fifteen 
schools, from all over the south of England. Teamwork was 
again commended. 

Year 10's Young Enterprise Company, ’Giggle’ 
delighted customers with colourful hand made hats 
and accessories. In the County Finals the 
management team was awarded cups for its financial 
report, teamwork and presentation. 

Against stiff competition from classical pointe work, 
tap and modern dance the distinctive style of the Year 
10 dance troupe won a choreographic competition 
organised by Paula Natrass and the Oxford Academy 
of Dance. 

We find our lower school girls are the South West 
Oxfordshire area athletics champions competing 
against some eleven other schools. The Under 14 
Rounders team remains unbeaten for another season! 
The enviable sports facilities include a fully equipped 
sports hall, squash, tennis and netball courts, hockey pitches 
and athletics provision. School teams play a packed schedule 
of fixtures. Art, Music and Drama are richly resourced and 
very popular. 

ICT has been given a massive boost by the construction of 
the excellent new suite but perhaps even more by the 
interactive whiteboard facilities, within all major subject 
areas. Sixth Formers have use of computers in their Centre. 
All girls are prepared for a diploma in ICT. The Library is an 
exciting learning centre that has benefited from considerable 
investment recently. 

Here every girl is encouraged to give of her best in every area 
and to enjoy herself in the process. 




World Church 



the Door closes 



Invitation to a world 
wide prayer meeting 



St Aldate's is wide open to all 

Susan Cuthbert writes about a new church entrance which symbolises a growing desire to make the good news of Jesus more accessible 




WOULDN’T it be amazing if 
we could pray together with 
Christians from all over the 
world? Imagine if we could 
hear from them directly, know 
their concerns and prayer needs 
and find out how they pray and 
understand the Bible. This could 
be possible on 1 November and 
you can join in through the 
World Church section of the 
your Kingdomcome prayer day. 

How does it work? 

First you need to visit the spe- 
cial web-site that has been set 
up for the prayer day. You can 
either follow the link from the 
Diocesan site or you can go 
directly using the address below. 
You can then join World Church 
Prayer by sending a short pro- 
file of your church and commu- 
nity and giving two (non-confi- 
dential) prayer requests. You 
will need to use an e-mail that 
you can access on the prayer 
day and this will be put in a 
group so that we can all hear 
from one another. 

You will also be able to find 
ideas on creating a prayer room 
and will be able to print out the 
profiles of other church groups 
with their requests to put around 
your prayer space. 

There are some creative prayer 
ideas based around the Lord's 
Prayer and there will be a Bible 
study to do together on the prayer 
day. You might also plan a prayer 
walk round your community. 



What happens when we 
pray? 

If other Christians join us 
around the world, who knows 
what the impact will be as we 
pray for one another and for the 
major world issues such as 
peace in the M iddle East and in 
Korea. Each group will have the 
opportunity of writing up their 
thoughts on the Bible study and 
reflections on their prayer time. 
As you send this off you should 
receive some from other prayer 
groups and you can share these 
as you continue to pray. 

Who can join? 

Any mainline Christian group is 
welcome to take part in World 
Church Prayer. If your church 
has links with others overseas, 
why not invite them to join and 
you can pray together with 
them? The more people that 
join, the more links can be 
made. Groups of young 
Christians are especially wel- 
come. You could try the chal- 
lenge of 24 hour prayer and 
start on the Friday evening? 

What happens afterwards? 

After the prayer day the web-site 
will keep going. You will be able to 
send in your final reflections and 
read others that have come in. 

Margot Hodson 

Margot Hodson is Curate of St John 
the Baptist, Grove, and Secretary of the 
Partnership in World Mission Council in 
the Oxford Diocese. E-mail: 
margot@hodsons.org Telephone: 01235 
224434. Direct web-site address: 
www.hodsons.orgAworldchurchprayer 



ST ALDATE’S Church in the 
centre of Oxford has complet- 
ed the second phase of its 
three-million pound re-order- 
ing project. A brand-new 
stone, copper and glass 
entrance has been unveiled, 
providing direct access from 
the main thoroughfare of St. 
Aldate’s into the east end of the 
building. Generous and sacrifi- 
cial giving, primarily from 
members of the congregation, 
has finally made it possible ‘to 
create a welcome that is con- 
temporary and appropriate to 
the 21 st century’. 

The new entrance is just 
opposite Christ Church 
Cathedral, the most visited site 
in the county. ‘The nations of 
the world walk past our doors 
every day,’ said Charlie 
Cleverly, Rector of St Aldate’s 
since September 2002. ‘We are 
aware that among the crowds 
of people who come to our city 
centre every day, there are 
those in search of meaning and 
hope. We want to create an 
open door to the love of God. 
Our aim is to make the good 
news of Jesus Christ even more 
visible and accessible.’ 

People longing to come in 

New landscaping, paths and 
lighting make the church much 
more inviting for visitors and 
even casual passers-by. 
Worship can now be glimpsed 
from the street through the 
spacious glass porch. Marina 
O’Brien, who has overseen the 
latter stages of the project as 
client representative, said that 
while finishing the new wel- 
come area she ‘lost count of the 
number of people rattling the 
doors, wanting to come in and 
see what was inside.’ 

‘Jesus said, ‘I am the door’ 
and this new space will, we 
hope, be a wide-open path for 
thousands in years to come to 
find the One who is the desire 
of all nations,’ said the Revd 
Cleverly. From October; it is 
hoped that the building will be 
manned through the week, 
with members of the congrega- 



tion giving their time to greet 
the public. Pastorate chaplain, 
Simon Ponsonby, who heads 
outreach to hundreds of stu- 
dents, speaks of his hope that 
the church would witness ‘a 
great ingathering of the lost, 
the lonely and the hurting to 
this place’. 

The former Rector; David 
Maclnnes, spearheaded the 
original vision to re-order the 
church’s interior and create a 
new way in. However; other 
building projects had to be done 
first, including the transforma- 
tion of the old rectory on 
Pembroke Street into the present 
multi-purpose parish centre. 

Reaching the community 

The first phase of the work was 
completed in July 2000, creat- 
ing a flexible space with mov- 
able seating and modern 
audio-visual facilities. This has 
enabled the church to be used 
as a venue for large confer- 
ences, holiday clubs, theatre, 
dances, concerts and banquets 
as well as its packed Sunday 
services. Plans for the near 
future include outreach to par- 
ents with toddlers, Alpha sup- 
pers, and a marriage course 
open to the community. 

At the services to celebrate the 
opening of the doors, homage 
was paid to saints who have 
contributed to the work of 
God on the site through the 
past millennium. Saxon graves 
that were uncovered during the 
earlier reordering were testa- 
ment to the centuries that St 
Aldate’s has been a place of 
worship. Also recognised were 
previous leaders who had 
adapted, altered and added to 
the building to meet the needs 
of the worshipping community. 

Thanksgiving for the costs 

There was thanksgiving that all 
the building costs had been met 
on time but also prayers that 
the remainder of the sum for the 
rebuilding would be provided 
quickly so that resources could 
be devoted to other areas of 
need and priority. 



Canon Maclnnes preached at 
the opening service for the first 
time since January 2002, when 
he retired after eleven years at 
St Aldates. His text was the 
message to the Philadelphian 
church in Revelation 3: ‘See, I 
have placed before you an 
open door that no-one can 
shut,’ emphasising the commis- 
sion that Christ has given to 
believers. ‘God loves to chal- 
lenge the powers of darkness 
and use you in doing it. The 
key to the whole universe is 
Jesus: all authority on heaven 



and earth has been given to 
him. I hope there will be no tri^ 
umphalism about the changes 
taking place in this building, 
but that all glory will be given 
to Jesus.’ Clare Maclnnes, who 
had overseen the internal 
reordering phase, expressed 
her conviction that God is call- 
ing members of the congrega- 
tion to move out of the doors 
to serve him in ‘tough places.’ 

Susan Cuthbert is a member of 
St Aldate's Church, Oxford. 



Strengthening our links with K and K 




MIEKE AND FRIENDS Among the new ordinands on page 7 is Mieke 
Gaynor from All Saints 7 , Marlow which is linked with Galashewe in the Diocese 
of Kimberley and Kuruman.Two years ago Mieke spent three months in 
Galashewe (picture). She stayed at St Monica's House of Prayer which has a 
steady stream of visitors who come for prayer and ministry in their need. 




STAINED GLASS ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and repaired. 
Specialists in reproduction of hand painted and 
decorative glass for windows and doors. 
Ecclesiastical and Residential 

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 Fax: 0118 957 5865 

By appointment only 



Greenway ( Q \ 
antiques S' 

of C.A.D.A 

ARE HOLDING AN EXHIBITION OF GEORGIAN - 20TH 

Century Rocking horses. Titled: a horse, a 

HORSE, MY KINGDOM FOR A HORSE (HE*S OFF HlS 
Rocker) At their premises: 

90 CORN STREET, WITNEY, 

Oxfordshire. 

1 t TH To 25th 
October 2003 

Opening Times: 

10.0 OAH - 5.30PM 
Sundays 1 I.OOah - *.30ph 
Enquiries: 01993 70S026 






TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEMAKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 

Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear and Robemakers 

109 COWLEY ROAD OXFORD 0X4 1HU 

TEL £t FAX: (01865) 722022 

Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching 
Gowns • Preaching Scarves • Stoles 
• Hoods • Girdles and Cinctures 
• Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 





‘Only Luke is with me 9 

2 Timothy 4:11 

IS this the merest hint of 
self-pity from Paul, the great 
apostle? Although some 
have questioned whether the 
second letter to Timothy is 
entirely his own work, sure- 
ly these final greetings show 
us the heart of a man des- 
perate for company and 
support? 

He lists those who have left 
him: Trophimus, because he 
was ill; Erastus, because he 
remained in Corinth; 
Crescens, off to Galatia, for 
whatever reason, and Titus 
to Dalmatia. Most bitterly 
of all, there is Demas, who 
had deserted him, in love 
with this present world. 

Perhaps the present world 
seemed preferable at that 
moment to sharing the fate 
of a prisoner probably 
awaiting execution. So, do 
your best to come to me 
soon, he appeals to 




by David Winter 



THOUGHT FOR 
THE MONTH 



Timothy, his young lieu- 
tenant - and bring Mark 
with you, the very Mark he 
had once dismissed for dere- 
liction of duty (Acts 15: 37, 
38). The sheer humanity of 
it touches us in a way some 
of the apostle’s great doctri- 
nal treatises may fail to do. 

We all need friends 

We all need people. Not all 
of the time perhaps, but 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism^ 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



loneliness is not the pre- 
ferred state of the human 
soul. And the sort of people 
we need are reassuring, 
warm, strong ones - people 
like Luke, whom Paul has 
already dubbed the beloved 
physician (Colossians 4:14). 

Luke: steady, beloved 

Luke was clearly the sort of 
person we would like to 
have around us: steady, reli- 
able, beloved. As we cele- 
brate his feast day later this 
month (18 October) it might 
be a change to add to our 
gratitude for his wonderful 
Gospel, so full of memo- 
rable stories and so rich 
with concern for the poor 
and powerless, and for his 
inspiring picture of the 
young Church in action in 
Acts, a special prayer of 
thanks for his example of 
Christian friendship. 






